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Students 
struggle 
to sublet 
apartments
WEST CAMPUS
By Caleb Wong
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Street construction interrupts student life
WEST CAMPUS
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Commuters trav-
eling along Rio 
Grande Street 
have experi-
enced months of 
travel delays due 
to street repairs 
and construction 
projects. 
CAMPUS
SURE Walk use rises 
in recent semesters
NATIONAL
Fisher case decision looms on horizon
By Caleb Wong
@caleber96
By Mikaela Cannizzo 
@mikaelac16
Charlie Pearce
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A verdict is 
expected to be 
released in the 
affirmative action 
court case that 
Abigail Fisher file 
against the uni-
versity in 2009. 
 This summer, the Supreme 
Court is expected to release 
a ruling on the case Abigail 
Fisher v. University of Texas. 
Since the case was filed in 
2009, it has sparked a debate 
about the role of race in col-
lege admissions. 
This case could have big 
implications for the repre-
sentation of minorities at the 
University of Texas and at 
other public universities. Be-
low we answered some com-
mon questions about the case. 
What is the case Abigail v. 
Fisher about? 
Abigail Fisher, the plain-
tiff, is suing the University 
of Texas over its race-based 
affirmative action policies. 
Fisher, who is white, said UT 
unfairly rejected her in favor 
of accepting under-qualified 
minority candidates on the 
basis of race. Edward Blum, 
her lawyer, said he hopes a 
victory for Fisher before the 
Supreme Court will end af-
firmative action at public uni-
versities nationwide. 
The University says it 
considers race as a limited 
factor in its holistic admis-
sion process to admit quali-
fied minority candidates and 
create a more diverse student 
body. Abigail Fisher, based 
on her GPA, test scores and 
other qualifications, simply 
didn’t meet the standards for 
admission, UT says.
Who is Abigail Fisher? 
Fisher, then a senior from 
Katy, Texas, was denied ad-
mission to UT’s freshman 
class in 2008. She had an SAT 
The number of SURE 
Walk users has remained 
high throughout the past 
month, following a 400 per-
cent increase in requests for 
the service after the on-cam-
pus homicide.
Krishan Sachdev, SURE 
Walk director and health 
and society junior, said he is 
happy students continue to 
use the service.
“Once people use our 
service once, we notice that 
they become consistent,” 
Sachdev said. “We welcome 
that happily.”
While a significant in-
crease in users occurred 
after Haruka Weiser’s death 
in early April, Sachdev said 
the program had been expe-
riencing a steady rise since 
September 2015. He said 
extra volunteers were added 
during that time to prepare 
for a continual increase.
Sachdev said he encour-
ages students to volunteer 
by submitting a form online, 
which is used to request a 
background check from the 
office of the Dean of Stu-
dents. The applicant is then 
required to complete formal 
training to be added to the 
volunteer list.
“Students around campus 
have answered our call to 
action and have passionately 
volunteered their time to 
our organization,” Sachdev 
said.
YEAR IN REVIEW
Nursing senior Liana 
Chau is excited to graduate 
and go back to Houston over 
the summer.
“I’m going to be relaxing 
and studying,” Chau said. “I 
need to pass my state board 
[exam] so I can become 
a nurse.” 
But Chau has a problem that 
won’t leave her when she heads 
out of Austin: her 12-month 
lease, which extends over the 
summer. She is going to have 
to pay more than $1,200 in 
rent over the summer for her 
apartment at Overlook Con-
dos in West Campus unless 
she finds someone to take 
over the lease. Even though 
she started advertising for the 
apartment over a month ago 
and reduced her rent by about 
$200 each month, no one has 
come to visit the apartment, 
she said. 
“I really haven’t had much 
luck,” she said. “Everyone 
wants to sublease their place, 
and people that are wanting to 
sublet are taking advantage of 
that fact and trying to get the 
best offer they can get.” 
Chau isn’t the only student 
in this predicament. Morgan 
Gill, accounting director and 
partner with the student leas-
ing agency Housing Scout, 
said most leases in West Cam-
pus run for 12 months, from 
the beginning of August to the 
end of July. “Dozens” of stu-
dents, Gill said, call her office 
every year to get help in ad-
vertising their apartments for 
subleasing over the summer. 
“There are more people 
looking to rent out their place 
than people looking to rent out 
a place,” Gill said. “That leaves 
a lot of people not able to rent 
out their apartment or having 
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Residents of buildings 
along Rio Grande Street have 
experienced months of street 
repairs and construction 
projects, resulting in many 
students complaining about 
a lack of sleep and blocked 
roadways as they prepare for 
finals week.
The construction project 
along the street — which be-
gan in February — stretches 
from 24th to 26th Streets and 
affects the eastern portion 
of the roadway, blocking off 
entrances and pathways to 
residential units, and closing 
off crucial on-street parking 
spots for area businesses.
“It’s kind of annoying be-
cause I can’t take a left on 
west 25th anymore,” said 
chemical engineering junior 
Jesse Xu, who lives at Orange 
Tree Apartments. “Pedestrian 
walkways over there are also 
kind of ‘iffy’ and they close 
them off.”
Courtney Black, Public 
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After the homicide, the 
amount of volunteer spots 
doubled to accommodate 
the increased demand for 
walks home. SURE Walk 
now maintains 20 volun-
teers a night. Sachdev said 
students seem more willing 
to pursue preventative re-
sources and protect them-
selves on campus.
Accounting senior Han-
nah West Nover said she has 
volunteered for SURE Walk 
since the fall of 2014 and 
typically would only receive 
one request during a 10 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. shift. She said the 
recent influx of requests has 
been difficult to manage, but 
she is glad more students are 
starting to use the service.
“Prior to the recent events 
on campus, we would rarely 
ever walk anybody home,” 
West Nover said. “Now that 
the word on campus has 
been spread about the ser-
vice, we rarely have an eve-
ning with nothing to do.”
In the weeks after the ho-
micide, the service added 
two bases — the Flawn Aca-
demic Center and the Stu-
dent Activity Center — for 
students to request a walk 
in person. The program also 
welcomed 78 new volun-
teers. The Student Govern-
ment-led program is also 
working to implement a vol-
unteer location at F. Loren 
Winship Drama Building.
Sachdev said he thinks the 
number of users will remain 
high next semester because 
of increased accessibility and 
awareness of the service. Stu-
dent Government, in part-
nership with the University, 
is developing an app that will 
provide students with the op-
tion of a virtual walk home, 
which is scheduled to be 
completed by August.
Taral Patel, government 
senior and former SURE 
Walk director, said the mo-
bile application will use GPS 
technology to enable volun-
teers to track the user’s prog-
ress until they reach their 
destination. He said some-
one who requests a virtual 
walk through this application 
will be monitored, and in the 
event of any long pauses in 
the tracking, a volunteer and 
police would be sent. 
“With this application, 
you are able to get the exact 
GPS coordinates of where 
the individual is and based 
on that, we can directly 
send our volunteers to find 
the person and make sure 
they get to their residence,” 
Patel said.
test score of 1180 out of 1600, 
a 3.59 GPA, and did not grad-
uate in the top ten percent of 
her class.
“I was devastated … 
just being in a network of 
UT graduates would have 
been a really nice thing to 
be in,” Fisher told The New 
York Times. 
What’s at stake? What if 
Abigail Fisher wins? What 
if the University wins? 
If the University prevails 
in this case, UT’s current 
policies will likely remain in 
place, and they could contin-
ue to use race as a factor when 
admitting students under ho-
listic review, said Joseph Fish-
kin, a UT law professor who 
has studied affirmative action.
“All it would really do 
is preserve the status quo, 
both here and elsewhere,” 
Fishkin said. 
A decision in Fisher’s favor 
could potentially end affirma-
tive action at UT or even at 
other colleges throughout the 
country. 
If Fisher is successful, it 
would probably mean fewer 
minority students would be 
admitted to UT, Fishkin said. 
What is Fisher’s stance on 
this case? 
Fisher argues the top ten 
percent rule sufficiently in-
creases diversity at UT. 
“In fact, the evidence that is 
available on this question sug-
gests that African-American 
and Hispanic students admit-
ted under the top 10 percent 
law fare better when it comes 
to admission to highly com-
petitive degree programs at 
UT,” Fisher’s brief says. 
Therefore, considering race 
as a factor in holistic admis-
sion, Fisher argues, is unnec-
essary and unconstitutional.
“The use of race in ad-
missions must be a last re-
sort — not the rule,” says the 
Fisher case.
What is UT’s position on 
this case?
UT says its affirmative ac-
tion policies consider race 
and ethnicity in a limited 
manner, consistent with pri-
or court rulings. 
“The university’s commit-
ment to using race as one 
factor in an individualized, 
holistic admissions policy 
allows us to assemble a stu-
dent body that brings with 
it the educational benefits 
of diversity for all students,” 
UT said in a statement. 
“Our admissions policy is 
narrowly-tailored, con-
stitutional and has been 
upheld by the courts 
multiple times.”
In its brief filed in the 
Supreme Court in response 
to Fisher, the University 
said a diverse student body 
has “invaluable education-
al benefits.” The top ten 
percent rule, the Univer-
sity said, is not enough to 
bring in a “critical mass” 
of minorities, necessitat-
ing the use of race as a 
factor in holistic admis-
sion. Seventy-five percent 
of students are admitted 
to UT through the top ten 
percent rule, and the re-
mainder go through a ho-
listic admissions process to 
become admitted to UT.
to take a big cut of how much 
they can charge for rent.” 
Gill said the majority of 
leases end up renting for 12 
months because landlords 
need to make a profit on 
their units. Many students, 
she said, have internships or 
homes away from Austin that 
prevent them from renting 
out the apartment complex. 
“For an owner, they need 
to make their rents for their 
units that year,” Gill said. “A 
12-month lease for an owner 
makes a lot more sense, al-
though it is frustrating for 
students because, you know, 
a lot of students don’t need 
to stay over the summer, so 
they end up subletting over 
the summer and leasing their 
apartment out, and that can 
be a frustrating process.” 
Jennifer Kim, a biology 
senior who is trying to sub-
lease her apartment at Quar-
ters Nueces, a West Campus 
apartment complex, said no 
one has decided to sublease 
her apartment, despite her of-
fer to pay for their utilities. 
“I’ve gotten about five or 
six people that have messaged 
me showing interest asking 
for more details,” Kim, who 
plans on attending medical 
school, said. “Because the 
supply is so great, they can be 
as picky as they want.” 
The summer rent will 
cost Kim over $1,000 unless 
she finds a tenant. The rent 
money, she said, would be a 
burden on top of her medical 
school tuition bill, which will 
cost on average over $200,000 
for four years.  
“As of right now, it doesn’t 
seem as if I will find some-
one to sublease my place,” 
she said. “A lot of friends are 
trying to sublease their place, 
but they, like me, haven’t 
found anybody.”
Kim, who is also a student 
leasing agent with Hous-
ing Scout, said the subleas-
ing process is expensive and 
that a lot of students turn to 
unofficially subletting their 
apartments, even though 
it may be illegal under the 
landlord’s contract.
“It’s risky on yourself as a 
tenant,” she said. “[The sub-
leaser] could default on pay-
ment, and you could end up 
paying for that apartment.”
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Works Department public 
information specialist, said 
the current construction is 
part of a series of renova-
tions on Rio Grande Street 
that include improving wa-
ter drainage, area sidewalks 
and bicycle lanes, as well as 
the installation of new trees 
and benches.
The project is currently in 
its beginning stages, while 
the final plan includes revital-
izing the street all the way to 
29th, Black said.
In 2006, Austin voters ap-
proved a proposition allo-
cating $103.1 million in tax-
supported bonds and notes 
for construction projects that 
aim to improve many of the 
city’s impaired streets and 
sidewalks, with Rio Grande 
included in the city’s targets, 
Black said. 
Austin-based DeNucci 
Constructors, the company 
heading the project, declined 
to comment on this story. 
The project is currently 
blocking entrances, path-
ways and parking areas for 
Metro Realty, 512 Realty and 
the Delta Gamma soror-
ity house, as well as Orange 
Tree Apartments.
With finals week fast ap-
proaching, Orange Tree resi-
dents complained about hav-
ing to study in other buildings 
and losing sleep because con-
struction starts at around 8 
a.m. and ends at 5 or 6 p.m..
512 Realty broker Alan 
Ware, who works across the 
street from the construction 
site, said his realty group has 
not been impacted as much 
as other area businesses ex-
cept for some blocked-off on-
street parking sites.
“Austin on-street park-
ing is terrible in this part of 
town,” Wear said. “[Actually] 
anywhere in Austin, parking 
is terrible.”
Ware’s business will be 
more affected when con-
struction turns to the west 
side of the roadway, he added.
When asked whether the 
city or construction officials 
have explained the details and 
timeline of the construction 
project, Ware said they have 
done so “not very well.”
The Public Works Depart-
ment has not seen many di-
rect complaints, except for 
one from a female student 
complaining of construction 
beginning too early in the 
morning, Black said.
“We have been in contact 
with property management 
or property owners in the 
area so they get regular mail-
ers and updates about con-
struction,” Black said. “Every-
thing’s going really well, there 
haven’t been any unexpected 
circumstances. We’re on time, 
and it’s going great.”
The current portion of the 
project should be completed 
sometime this summer, with 
the entirety of the Rio Grande 
revitalization expected to 
wrap up by summer 2017, 
Black said.
(3) HARUKA WEISER UT theater and dance freshman Haruka 
Weiser was killed on campus while walking to her dorm through 
the Waller Creek area. The police identified the suspect, Mee-
chaiel Criner, two days after they found her body in the creek and 
charged him with first degree murder. 
The University has increased patrols of the UT campus and the 
Department of Public Safety is conducting a survey of the UT 
campus to recommend improvements to campus safety. // (4) 
CODY YOUNG Mathematics senior Cody Young reported an in-
cident to the Dean of Students Office, after being victim of a 
racially motivated attack in West Campus. On Feb. 20 in West 
Campus at 7:30 p.m., three white men threw glass bottles and 
yelled “fuck you, n——-,” according to an Austin Police Depart-
ment arrest affidavit. Police arrested and charged two of the 
men, Tucker Sauer and Lucas Henderson. Following a Daily 
Texan investigation on the weeks-long disciplinary process that 
left Young in the dark because of privacy laws, President Grego-
ry Fenves decided to make changes to its rules to expedite the 
process and provide transparency. Fenves also announced he 
had suspended Sauer, who was a junior. Henderson had last 
been enrolled at UT in 2014. Now, the Institute for Urban Policy 
Research and Analysis has put forward recommendations to 
Fenves to implement a hate crime policy on campus. // (1) TEX-
AS UPSETS OKLAHOMA, 24-17 Head coach Charlie Strong and 
the Longhorns entered the annual rivalry game with Oklahoma 
with a 1-4 record, coming off a 7-50 loss to No. 2 TCU, but exited 
with a 24-17 win over the No. 10-ranked Sooners. // UT SYS-
TEM RAISES TUITION The UT System voted to raise tuition at 
UT-Austin by about $300 a semester by fall 2017 to compensate 
for a decline in state funding. This is the first tuition increase 
for students since 2011. // FELIX BUZZER-BEATER LEADS TO 
UPSET OVER THEN-NO. 3 NORTH CAROLINA Senior guard Ja-
van Felix sank a late-game buzzer-beater to give the Longhorns 
a 84-82 win on Dec. 12. The win highlighted Texas’ first season 
under head coach Shaka Smart. // GRAVITATIONAL WAVES  On 
February 11, 2016, a team led by UT alumnus David Reitze said 
they detected gravitational waves for the first time ever. This dis-
covery supported Albert Einstein’s general theory of relativity, 
which he published more than 100 years ago. // SWIMMING 
& DIVING WINS 12TH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP The Texas 
men’s swimming and diving team captured their 12th national 
title in 2016. The Longhorns are now tied at No. 1 with Michigan 
for all-time championships.
YEAR IN 
REVIEW
LOOK OUT FOR: 
(5) ABIGAIL FISHER V. UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS Abigail Fisher is suing UT over its admissions policies, which consider race during the holistic admission process. The ruling could have major 
implications for affirmative action at UT and at other colleges nationwide. The Supreme Court is expected to rule on the case over the summer. This will be the second time the case comes 
before the Supreme Court after Fisher successfully petitioned the Court to review the case again. // (6) RIDE-HAILING REGULATIONS After a long battle at City Hall, voters will finally decide on 
May 7 whether fingerprint-based background checks and other ride-hailing regulations approved by the council in December will remain the law, ending one of the most expensive and widely 
publicized municipal elections in city history. // (2) CAMPUS CARRY IMPLEMENTATION AND DILDOS Starting on Aug. 1, students will be able to carry concealed handguns on campus. An 
implementation task force is determining how the campus carry policies will be integrated into UT’s existing rules and regulations. Some students also plan to carry dildos to protest campus 
carry on Aug. 24, the first day of class. // EXTENSION OF MEDICAL AMNESTY  The UT System extended their medical amnesty policy to apply to illicit substances other than alcohol. Students 
can now call for help in the case of an overdose or medical emergency without fearing repercussions from the University. The extended policy will allow students to receive medical amnesty after 
they participate in a rehabilitative process.
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Participating in the Texan was not some-
thing that I was intending to do when I set 
foot on this campus. I’m the son of writers 
— and had decided that journalism was not 
my passion, despite a brief foray as opinion 
editor of my high school newspaper, The 
Pel-Mel. But I got lucky — I was persuaded 
to join the Texan as forum editor, and I’m 
entirely grateful for the opportunity.
Life as a Texan staffer was often stressful, 
and by no means easy. And I had it easier 
than many. Over the last year, I’ve had the 
privilege of soliciting guest columns from 
across the University, and holding in-person 
and podcast discussions of issues that matter 
to our campus.
One of the most crucial things I’ve 
learned, something that I will strive to do 
throughout my professional life, is to nev-
er accept narratives just because they are 
forcefully delivered. The Texan helped me 
understand that. The Texan may be a col-
lege media outlet, but in a city like Austin, 
we have a voice well outside of our campus 
community — and we must be insistent on 
challenging conventional narratives, be they 
pushed by individuals or government. I’m 
proud to have contributed in my own small 
way to that goal. And I hope that tradition 
continues for decades to come. 
I have to close by thanking a few people 
for making my time at the Texan so crucial 
to my own development. First, Kailey and 
Sarah, thank you all for making me laugh 
during tense moments, including our ill-ad-
vised (and sparsely attended) Forum Talks 
in the Union Theater. To Davis — thank you 
for your patience while editing my earliest 
attempts at opinion writing, something my 
high school journalism days had clearly not 
prepared me well for. 
Finally, to Claire — I owe you immeasur-
ably for convincing me to be a part of this 
organization. Your success as editor-in-chief 
is a testament to your poise, ability to work 
under pressure and aptitude for leadership. 
I know you’ll find success in whatever path 
you take after graduation. 
So, to all my friends and colleagues at the 
Texan, and to everyone who has read one of 
my pieces or pieces by our forum contribu-
tors, thank you for this opportunity. I hope 
you all continue to gain perspective, knowl-
edge and experience from this wonderful in-
stitution as I have been privileged to. 
Fountain is a government senior from Pel-
ham Manor, New York.
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Editor-in-chief leaves office with pride, gratitude
Editor’s note: A 30 column is a chance for de-
parting permanent staff to say farewell and reflect 
on their time spent in The Daily Texan’s basement 
office. The term comes from the old typesetting 
mark (-30-) to denote the end of a line. 
It took me two years to find my way into 
the Daily Texan basement. When I did, it 
seemed like the beginning of something im-
portant — and it was. I am so proud to have 
been a part of something like this.
Working for The Daily Texan was an honor. 
It was a battle. It was an adventure. When I 
was elected as editor-in-chief, I was humbled 
and inspired before I was overwhelmed. As 
editor-in-chief, I saw the best and worst of 
this campus. It wasn’t always easy or interest-
ing. But even when it was hard, it was good. I 
loved it every day.
To my knowledge, there is no better sight 
on campus than that from my office’s win-
dow into the newsroom. The Daily Texan is a 
world unto itself. History is made in our base-
ment every day, and we have the privilege of 
standing witness. As part of The Daily Texan, 
I was part of important moments. I was in 
the office the day marriage equality spread to 
all 50 states. I editorialized on campus carry, 
campus protests and campus tragedies. On 
these days and many others, the Texan made 
me feel important, privy to something greater 
than myself — a feeling that is so rare on a 
campus so large. But no event compares to 
the everyday joys I got to experience with my 
teachers and friends in the basement.
Brett Donohoe taught me that behind a 
strong and silent facade can lay a bottomless 
well of patience and compassion. Jack Mitts’ 
infectious smile and steady hand taught me to 
live joyfully in the monotony of normal days 
and make calls based on my principles — not 
my pressures. Amy Zhang taught me that a 
person’s leadership is only as good as the 
character behind it, but a person’s kindness 
and heart are greatest of all. Walker Foun-
tain was the only person I trusted to help me 
redefine the Forum section, and he showed 
me how to be persistent until we got it right. 
The three editorial boards I had the honor to 
lead this year were constant examples to me 
of friendship, steadfastness and initiative. 
Peter taught me that it is better to listen and 
find someone’s path with them than to give 
instructions. Gerald taught me that manage-
ment is an art. I didn’t know I could be as 
proud of something as I am of the opinion 
staff; I can’t wait to keep reading your work 
next year. And before Kailey and Sarah — my 
best friends, heroes and girl gang — I never 
knew that I could learn so much so fast about 
loving well, caring deeply and serving your 
friends faithfully through trials and triumphs.
I belonged to the people in the basement, 
and I am better for it. This column is for us. 
For what we shared in that basement and ev-
erything we conquered outside its doors. For 
every minute we were lucky enough to be a 
part of it.
It is hard to say goodbye to something that 
has been so good. In the past, as generations 
of Texan staffers came and went, semester 
after semester, I was sad to say goodbye but 
knew my view from the editor’s seat was the 
best in the house; I got to watch the Texan 
redefine itself again and again. Alexander, 
Cat and Jackie, it’s your turn now; I trust you 
to carry the Texan through its next chapters 
with my whole heart.
My friends, this is only the beginning. I 
look forward to the life of a reader. And as 
I make that walk up the basement steps for 
the last time, I will look on the University 
with new eyes, as a place of opportunity and 
growth, all thanks to the work done by the 
people downstairs.
Working for the Texan is the greatest thing 
I have ever done. I loved it every day.
Smith is a history, humanities, and Mid-
dle Eastern languages and cultures senior 
from Austin. 
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By Claire Smith
Daily Texan Editor-in-Chief 
@claireseysmith
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Smith previously served as a columnist, senior columnist and copy editor before becoming 
editor-in-chief. Her proudest moments in office were being featured in two Daily Texan comics 
and being tweeted about by the National Rifle Association.
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Fountain joined The Daily Texan in summer 2015 as a columnist before serving as Forum edi-
tor for two semesters. Fountain was grateful to be an active participant in campus conversa-
tions, but he will miss the aggressively vibrant Daily Texan comments section most of all.
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By Walker Fountain
Daily Texan Forum Editor 
@wf_atx
Oh, hey. Me again. 
Look, I’ve been in this thing, grindin’, for 
two semesters now (yes, summer counts — 
got to graduate before six years or I’m outta 
the house). And there are many — well, a 
few — things that I’ve learned. 
First, I should have been editor-in-chief, 
Claire. This isn’t personal, but I should 
have led that coup when I had the chance 
and the proletariat’s support. She was fine 
 — frankly, this has nothing to do with her 
at all. It’s really a power-trip kind of situ-
ation — all this “Game of Thrones” and 
“House of Cards” scheming really made 
me feel like I could conquer the world from 
my couch. 
Second, The Daily Texan isn’t really a 
newspaper. It’s actually just a front for the 
U.S. branch of an international high-stakes 
Ping-Pong betting league. As a whistleblow-
er, don’t try to contact me any time soon. 
Just know that I am somewhere safe, enjoy-
ing the lightness of guilt released.
Third, kids are smart. Probably too smart. 
My writers kept trying to challenge my au-
thority — “Should we really capitalize ‘his 
Small dog?’” I don’t know. Fuck off. 
Finally, I like this place. It likes me — I 
got an award. Thanks.
Clark is an English senior from Lake High-
lands.
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Associate editor reminisces 
on his time in the basement
By Davis Clark
Daily Texan Associate Editor 
@DavisClarkDT
Forum editor is grateful 
for challenge, discussion
Marshall Tidrick
Daily Texan Staff
Clark joined the 
Texan in sum-
mer 2015 as an 
associate editor 
and served for 
two semesters 
in the role. He 
hopes he was 
able to teach oth-
ers as much as 
he learned.
HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN
Horns up, horns down: May 6
I couldn’t really read the bottom half of the ACL lineup poster, but 
people tell me the top three or four seem great. Do I know who LCD 
Soundsystem is? No, but I am savvy enough to know my social cues, 
and boy, has it made me seem hip. Anyways, ACL is always a fun way to 
show people that you’re trendy on Instagram, but be careful with “Flash 
Tattoos” — they last longer than you think. 
Editor’s Note: Mohammad “Momo” Syed, one of our associate editors 
dissents. To quote him, “ACL’s lineup is, like, weaker than Abby Fisher’s 
application to UT.” But he’s just a freshman, so we ignored him.
HORNS UP: HELLO, ACL LINEUP …
HORNS DOWN: … HELLO, FINALS
One of the most crucial things I’ve 
learned, something that I will strive 
to do throughout my professional 
life, is to never accept narratives 
just because they are forcefully 
delivered. The Texan helped me 
understand that.
Just as we were about to sneak off and celebrate the end of 
class, our professors reminded us that we have finals next week. 
It turns out they told us about these all the way back during sylla-
bus week, but for multiple reasons we don’t care to disclose here, 
we don’t really remember that. In any case, we hope you’re not in 
the same boat we’re in, and that your finals go swimmingly. You 
got into this university. You can get out as well. But for now, if 
anyone knows a good physics tutor, we’ll be ready to pay next to 
nothing for their help. 
I couldn’t tell you about 
the first time I walked into a 
college class, but I distinctly 
remember walking into the 
HSM building in the fall of 
2012. I didn’t know how to get 
to the Daily Texan office, was 
too scared to ask anyone how 
to get there and left the build-
ing quickly, blushing all the 
while.
Typical.
I tried again the next 
spring, and finally found the 
office — and was immediate-
ly scared once more, seeing 
only strangers talking to one 
another with a confidence 
I still lacked. Before I could 
run away again, though, an 
editor pounced on me and 
asked what department I was 
interested in. I managed to 
squeak out “photo” — and 
I’m so glad I did.
Being a part of the photo de-
partment was a gift. It brought 
me out of my shell, forcing 
me to experience Austin and 
find wild art (...kind of), all 
while introducing me to the 
best photographers I’ve ever 
known. Sure, you’ll always 
have people more self-serving 
than others, but at its core, the 
photo department sought to 
make everyone a better pho-
tographer — and that, it did.
I ran across football fields, 
fought my way through photo 
pits at concerts and toured 
the UT System plane. I drove 
halfway across the U.S. to talk 
about boys and life and cover a 
shutout football game against 
Kansas one fall season, then 
spent the night in O’Hare the 
next fall after the Longhorns 
lost terribly to open the season 
against Notre Dame. I went to 
more events in honor of Re-
publicans running for office 
than I’ll go to for the rest of 
my life. Many highlights of my 
college career were spent with 
a camera around my neck, 
and I’m grateful for the literal 
thousands of frames I have to 
document them.
In being an editor, though, 
I’ve had the honor of watching 
photographers flourish and 
seeing reporters write pow-
erful, important stories. This 
semester was a challenge from 
start to finish, but at the end of 
the day, the Texan was always 
there for me. No matter how 
stressed I was, no matter what 
classes were going wrong, no 
matter what I was worried 
about — the basement was al-
ways there, terrible fluorescent 
lighting and all.
Within it, I found people 
full of love and intelligence, 
people who have taught me 
more than I thought college 
ever would. I found a lot of 
conflict, and messed up more 
times than my perfectionist 
self could ever imagine, but the 
Texan was always there to ban-
dage me up, and let me know 
that the next day — or some 
day in the future — would be 
kinder, and pushed me to do 
better all the while.
There were several mo-
ments this semester where 
I thought giving up on ev-
erything would be the best 
option. The Texan never 
accepted that, and always 
made me put myself in order 
so I could face the next day.
Working at The Daily Texan 
is a gift I didn’t deserve. I told 
myself I’d leave after liter-
ally every semester, but found 
myself hanging on — and I 
won’t regret that, ever. I’m so 
grateful for every second I 
spent in this office, and I’m 
blessed to have met so many 
wonderful people. 
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I turned out the lights in 
the basement for the final 
time Thursday night. 
Three years, over 200 ar-
ticles and one crazy semester 
in the management office later, 
my time at the Texan is over, 
and it’s fine. Everything is fine. 
There’s only one way to de-
scribe my time at the Texan, 
and it’s my go-to phrase: 
“What a time to be alive.” 
Why? Because the friends and 
memories made it a the best 
time to be alive.
Sure, the writing and edit-
ing has helped me, but you 
can do those things any-
where. There are few places as 
special as the Texan.
I came to the office my first 
semester at UT and somehow 
made the sports staff. Thanks 
for hiring me, Chris.
For some reason Stefan 
promoted me. Then Gar-
rett kept me on senior staff, 
and Jori hired me to run 
Double Coverage. 
Thanks to all the DC writ-
ers, who made it great. Special 
thanks to Amy, Blanche and 
Iliana — without you three, 
the publication wouldn’t have 
been amazing as it was. 
The Texan also gave me a 
ton of opportunities. I cov-
ered Texas volleyball dur-
ing its insanely successful 
run. Then I covered an awful 
Longhorn baseball team that 
found a way to win the Big 
12 tournament. 
Don’t forget the one-day 
trip to South Bend to cover 
Texas–Notre Dame. The 38-3 
Longhorn loss wasn’t the 
worst part, though. Car rental 
problems and having to sleep 
in O’Hare for a 6 a.m. return 
flight wasn’t too fun. 
Thanks, TSM. But it really 
was a great time. 
The football beat was ex-
hausting but rewarding.  I’m 
not sure how I survived. 
More importantly, I 
made some great friends at 
the Texan. 
From hanging with Ak-
shay in and out of the office 
— laughing at our bad bits 
and the memorable times in 
our lives. 
To spending two great 
semesters in media row 
with Jacob. 
To meeting Aaron, whose 
unquenchable desire for suc-
cess has been impressive. 
To laughing at all the things 
Blanche would say — there’s a 
whiteboard full of those bi-
zarre quotes.
Traveling and spending 
time in the press box with 
Ezra. Listening to Shap’s ban-
ter. It was all “huge time.”
Then there are Amy and 
Jackie, who made this last 
semester fantastic. I’ll always 
remember the barrage of text 
messages and laughs in the 
office. Thanks for putting up 
with  my saltiness. 
I’ll miss the basement. I 
was always excited to make 
the trek down to the office. I 
was never sure how a night 
would go, but I was always 
amazed how it would all 
come together.
I won’t miss InCopy crash-
ing, InDesign doing weird 
things, missing deadline and 
leaving the office at 3 a.m.
But I’m sure there’ll be 
times when I’ll want to get 
back to being the kid in 
the basement.
Sadly, it’s time to move on.
The office lights are off. The 
door is closed. 
Man, what a time. 
–30–
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Managing editor finally leaves basement
By Amy Zhang
@amyyyzhang
By Nick Castillo
@Nick_Castillo74
Years at Texan were ‘time to be alive’ for A.M.E.
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Nick Castillo worked for the Texan for three years. He spent the majority of his time in sports as 
a sports reporter, senior sports reporter, associate sports editor and double coverage editor. He 
spent his final semester as an associate managing editor. He regrets not being able to mention 
all the great people he’s met in the basement. 
Marshall Tidrick | Daily Texan Staff
 Plan II and sociology senior Amy Zhang worked as a staff photographer, special projects team member, senior photographer, 
associate photo editor, photo editor, Double Coverage photo editor, associate managing editor and managing editor in her 
seven semesters (and two summers) on staff. She encourages everyone to join the Texan and love it as much as she does.
My two semesters at 
The Daily Texan have been 
marked by late nights, strug-
gling to get a hold of sources 
and reporters and generally 
stressing out about every-
thing. My only regret is not 
trying out sooner.
I was afraid I wouldn’t be 
able to match the quality 
content. So I never applied.
Until last September, when 
a sudden surge of courage 
pushed me to give myself a 
chance.
I joined the copy depart-
ment first, where I met the 
Thursday Taboo Tingz. We 
had the most fun anyone 
can have while deleting Ox-
ford commas and consulting 
strangers’ LinkedIn accounts.
News was a little trickier. 
I spent an entire weekend 
thinking I’d been rejected, 
because I didn’t hear from 
anyone. I texted the editors 
to find out what I could have 
done differently. Sam re-
plied with congratulations, 
exclamation points and cel-
ebratory emojis. That was the 
first of many emotional roller 
coasters as a Texan staffer.
I’ve learned more about 
being a journalist during 
my short time at The Daily 
Texan than I ever could have 
in a classroom. However, the 
value of working at this col-
lege newspaper doesn’t lie in 
reporting skills or knowledge 
of AP style. It’s the moment 
you realize the people you 
meet in the basement aren’t 
your coworkers; they’re 
your family.
For me, that moment hap-
pened late one night, as I 
was fact-checking stories. I 
received the worst news I’ve 
ever gotten. Although we 
were nowhere near finished 
and we were already miss-
ing a copy kitten, Myra and 
Amy hugged me and told me 
to go home. I will never have 
enough inches to express my 
gratitude to them, but I hope 
they realize the impact this 
had on me.
I owe so much to my 
Daily Texan family. Sam, 
thank you for letting me be 
a part of your team. Wynne, 
I’m glad you randomly mes-
saged me on Facebook, of-
fering me not only a job, but 
also your friendship. Copy 
family, I will never forget 
Myra’s obsession with the 
nail polish emoji, Nicole’s 
inevitable laps around the 
office or Akshay’s Austra-
lian perspective — and ac-
cent. Natalie, Ellie, Cath-
erine and Rund, thanks for 
helping me keep the report-
ers in check. Just kidding. 
Kind of. Senior reporters, 
your dedication and work 
ethic were truly inspiring. 
General reporters, it’s been 
an honor to watch you grow 
as journalists. Friends from 
random departments, Amy, 
Jackie, Elly, Rachel, Gabriel, 
Anthony, Lillian, Iliana, 
Kelly, you’re awesome. Pe-
ter, you’re not bad.
So, if you ever need a 
friend who will drive almost 
12 hours through flooded 
streets to get you home, let 
you crash on her couch be-
cause you’re a little drunk 
from the last-day-of-print 
party or lend you her clothes 
because yours are soaked 
from kayaking, you should 
work at The Daily Texan.
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Sweaty palms, heart rac-
ing and praying to God 
I wouldn’t fall down the 
stairs to my death was 
the way I first entered 
the Texan.
There I was looking 
around, trying to figure 
out if I had time to back 
out when a guy with gin-
ger hair and glasses turned 
around, smiled and asked 
me if I was there for news. 
I was. As I would soon 
find out he would be my 
editor, Bobby.
For whatever reason, 
Bobby took a chance on 
me, and I still don’t think 
I can thank him enough. I 
spent the summer writing 
various stories about li-
braries and students being 
relocated while studying 
abroad in Egypt. 
Summer ended, but I 
knew my time at the Tex-
an wasn’t over. I stuck 
with it and continued to 
write whatever came my 
way for many more se-
mesters. I took breaks for 
internships, but I always 
came back.
That’s the thing about 
the Texan — it always 
draws you back because 
your work is never really 
done. There’s always an-
other story to chase down, 
another portrait to take, 
an endless supply of sports 
games to cover and the 
never-ending process of 
cutting inches and making 
sure it’s the University, not 
the university.
And at the end of the 
night we trudge up the 
stairs, go home and finally 
start our homework long 
after midnight, knowing 
fully well we’ll be back to-
morrow to do it all again.
But we come back be-
cause we know the stories 
we tell are important and 
make a difference. The sto-
ries aren’t always happy, 
and this semester we’ve 
had to tell some tragic 
ones, but we do it without 
question in the hopes that 
people will take something 
from them — be it com-
fort, motivation to take 
action or even just a better 
understanding of the world 
around them.
In between the press con-
ferences, the edits, the bud-
get meetings, the interviews 
and writing, you realize the 
basement is a haven, and 
the people who come and 
go are your family.
As it turns out my family 
is pretty great.
Bobby let me in, Jordan 
pushed me to be better, 
Sam and Josh were my sup-
port system and Amy let 
me come home – again.
Coming back from Paris 
was different though. I 
didn’t recognize a single 
name on the list of people I 
was supposed to “lead.” But 
they quickly became part 
of my family, and I know 
they’ll continue to make 
news a home for the sassy 
and sarcastic. I love you all.
As I get ready to leave 
the basement, my palms 
are sweaty, my heart is rac-
ing and I’m still praying I 
don’t fall, but I know my 
Texan family will always 
catch me if I do.
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I got the call around 11 
p.m..
“Hey, I think I saw smoke 
coming from an apartment 
building as I was walking 
home,” our news editor 
told me. “Could you go 
check it out?” 
It was my first week on 
the job as a crime reporter 
for the Texan, and I had 
never covered a fire before, 
let alone anything remotely 
serious. I had no idea what 
I was doing. With an hour 
left until scriptset, I fum-
bled to grab my cell phone 
and notepad and hurried 
across campus. But I some-
how managed to write the 
story before deadline, and 
when it appeared in the 
paper the next day, I was 
hooked. 
In some ways, the call I 
received pretty much en-
capsulates my time at the 
Texan: It was trial by fire. 
I was usually asked to do 
things that I had never 
done before, was prob-
ably not qualified for and 
had only the vaguest idea 
of what I was doing the 
whole time. But by some 
combination of dumb 
luck and persistence, 
things usually worked 
themselves out. 
But as I came to learn, 
that’s part of what makes 
the Texan so great. The 
people around you have 
enough confidence in you 
to give you the chance to 
make mistakes, and they 
gave me the freedom to 
learn and grow.
My time at the Texan 
often involved a lot of late 
nights, botched headlines 
and articles that didn’t 
come in. But it was also 
filled with lots of adrena-
line rushes to beat dead-
line, laughing at pitch 
meetings and watching the 
copy department dance 
to “High School Musical” 
videos one too many times.
And although the Texan 
taught me how to interview 
sources, write headlines 
and edit stories, it also gave 
me a place on campus and 
introduced me to some of 
the best people I’ve gotten 
to know in college. 
Thanks to previous news 
editors Jordan, Jacob and 
Julia, I learned to never 
stop trying to make each 
story better than the last. 
My fellow SRs, Jackie, Elly 
and Alex: thanks for all the 
encouragement. And of 
course, to all the current 
news staff: Caleb, Mikaela, 
Forrest, Rachel and Cas-
sandra — thanks for put-
ting up with me through 
multiple rounds of ed-
its. Estefania, Ellie, Rund 
and Catherine: thanks for 
keeping me sane and mak-
ing me laugh through un-
countable late nights in the 
basement. And of course, 
to Wynne: I couldn’t have 
done it without you. 
I’ll miss spending time 
in the Texan basement. 
But I know it will contin-
ue to give others like me 
the chance to learn, make 
friends and grow.
-30-
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News editor says ‘à bientôt’ to the Texan
By Wynne Davis
@wynneellyn
By Natalie Sullivan
@natsullivan94
News desk editor says 
goodbye to great friends
By Estefania Espinosa
@essie20
Associate news editor recalls ‘trial by fire’
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Wynne Davis served as news editor in the spring. Previously, she worked as a senior reporter, special projects team member, 
general reporter, and had one summer fling with copy. She’s thankful she decided to walk down the sketchy basement stairs 
that fateful May day. 
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Estefania Espinosa was a news desk editor during the spring se-
mester. Previously, she was a general reporter and copy kitten. 
She is grateful for all her experiences in this gloomy basement.
Marshall Tidrick | Daily Texan Staff
Natalie Sullivan is the associate news editor this semester. She previously worked as a 
copy editor, general reporter, senior reporter and news desk editor.
Connor Murphy | Daily Texan Staff
Connor Murphy started as a lowly comic artist in the fall of 2013 to pay off a debt to the mob, but it blossomed into a 
beautiful experience. While bouncing between senior staff and associate comics editor, he dished out comics for his strip 
“The World is Flat.” He participated in the first ever Comics Anthology, led the animation team, and discovered the key to 
happiness. After three years, it’s tough to say goodbye, but the mob has returned so he needs to lay low for a while.
I joined the copy 
department first, 
where I met the 
Thursday Taboo 
Tingz. We had the 
most fun anyone can 
have while deleting 
Oxford commas and 
consulting strangers’ 
LinkedIn accounts.
The words “If not us, 
then who? If not now, then 
when?” are written across 
the glass on the managing 
editor’s office in the Daily 
Texan basement. I was look-
ing at these words when the 
fall 2015 Life&Arts editor, 
Danielle Lopez, made the 
following offhand comment:
“Hey, you and Eva and 
Maluly are writing a lot of 
stories every week. Wouldn’t 
it be funny if y’all had your 
own department?” 
Little did she know, I was 
already plotting. 
The then new, now legend-
ary, managing editor Amy 
Zhang miraculously bought 
my pitch for a new depart-
ment, even though it would 
have been much easier for her 
to say no. The brilliant Eva 
Frederick agreed to be the as-
sociate editor — without her, 
the department would have 
been like a seedling trying to 
sprout with no sunlight. 
Thank you to everyone 
who listened to me recount 
the story of my encounter 
with the 3-D nipple printer 
approximately 400 times dur-
ing recruitment. Thank you, 
Kat Sampson, for letting me 
title that story “Nipping: the 
next frontier of bioprinting.” 
To my continued delight, 
writers soon joined me in the 
makeshift new department 
under the mosquito net, even 
though I obviously had no idea 
what I was doing. Most of these 
writers were in the same posi-
tion as I was when I started — 
science majors who love to talk 
about cool research. Together, 
we’ve created a space where we 
can do exactly that. 
As editor of the 
Science&Technology depart-
ment at one of the greatest re-
search universities in the world, 
I am thrust constantly into 
the future. We’ve covered self-
healing batteries and self-driv-
ing cars. We’ve flown drones, 
watched robots play soccer and 
written about bee guts. I had 
never heard of graphene before 
this year, but now I know it’s the 
next big thing. 
Every other department 
has made sacrifices and 
worked harder than usual in 
order to make this dream a 
reality. So has our adult advi-
sor, Peter, who supported us 
the entire way. 
This column would be 
remiss without mention of 
Robert Starr and Paepin Goff, 
who started Science Scene 
and mentored me when I ar-
rived to the basement. Rob-
ert, Paepin, Danielle and Kat 
taught me everything I know 
about journalism. 
When I interviewed for this 
position, associate managing 
editor Nick Castillo asked me 
a question I couldn’t answer. 
“What would the ideal 
Science&Technology page 
look like?” 
Five months later, after 
the discovery of gravitational 
waves and solutions to stop 
the spread of Zika virus, I can 
finally answer that question. 
Students and faculty at UT are 
slowly, deliberately changing 
the world using the scientific 
method. It’s been my privilege 
to write about it.
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NEWS 7
An annual day of remembrance honoring  
members of The University of Texas at Austin 
community who died in the previous year.
8:45–9:30 a.m.  
Lowering of the Flags Ceremony, Main Mall
2–3 p.m.  
UT Remembers Service, Tower Garden
Dusk to Dawn  
The “darkened Tower” lighting configuration will be  
revealed as the sun sets and be visible through out  
the night until sunrise on Saturday morning.
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Rita Abi-Rached
Lee B. Albin
Elvira “Vera” Almanza
Peter Roman “Pete” 
Antoniewicz
Billy Philip “Bill” Arhos
Marie A. Arnold
Morris Atlas
Daniel Stephen “Dan” 
Barker
Samuel “Sam” Barrett
Janie Beard
Leland Beasley
Nathan Allen Belcik
Mario A. Benitez
Gail Lee Bickling
Sally Bigarel
Arthur Birdwell
Calvin Patton “Pat” Blair
George Henry Born
Neal Wesley Botteron
Ronald C. “Ron” Bounous
Bobby Ray Bowdy
Mildred Vinson Boyer
Frank Arakel “Arak” 
Bozyan
Clanton Branch
Barbara J. “Barb” 
Brantner
Bettie Jean Branum
Christopher Michael 
“Mike” Brick
John W. “Jack” Brokaw
Norman Donald Brown
Terry Rae Brownlow
R. D. “Dan” Burck
Nathalie Cook Carl
Jorge Chapa
Jo Anne Christian
James Luther Cockrum
Josefa Sosa “Fita” 
Coronado
Andres Camilo Correa
Faustina Costilla
Minerva De Leon
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Santos, Jr.
Mary Rose DeLeon
John “Johnny” Deleon, Jr.
Louis Demoll, Jr.
Daniel Doerr
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Tommy Downey
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Cyril Joseph Durrenberger
James Moulton Eastland
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Dorothy L. “Dotty” Gordon
Ray Garland Green
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Norcell Dan Haywood
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Hoffmann
Andrew Paul Howard
Katherine Marie Hudler
Joshua Charles Hutto
Ira Iscoe
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Floyd Herman Jaeger
Joseph D. “Joe” Jamail
Peter M. Jenkyn
Robert R. “Bob” Jones
H. Bryce Jordan
Christopher Dan “Chris” 
Kelley
Madhuvanthi N. “Madhu” 
Kikkeri
Mark Lyndon Kincaid
Leroy Chris Knodel
Mary Gessner Curl Kurio
James “Dave” Laney
Benjamin Arthur “Ben” 
Laws III
John Joseph Leffler
Iris Louise Lester
William Harris “Bill” 
Lester, Sr.
Bernhardt Thomas 
Lindemann
Nathan T. Lloyd
Tom J. Mabry
Louis Malett
Sanford Calvin “Sandy” 
Marble
Hipolito “Paul” Martinez
Elizabeth Matl
Lee Hudson Matlock, Jr.
Mary Connor Wood 
McBride
Reuben Roosevelt 
McDaniel, Jr.
William “Austin” McMeans
Kenneth C. Michael
John “Christopher” 
Middleton
Nicholas Andrew Molina
Wilbert Monroe
Virgil Wesley Moore
Daniel C. Morgan, Jr.
Jerome Banaya Mwinyelle
Elon Carl Nash
Ricardo A. Nava Diaz
Warren Clark Neil
Louise Marie Miears 
Nelson
Betty Jewell Jordan 
Nunley
Thomas Davis Oakland
Gordon Paul Orris
Walter David “Gramps” 
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Harriet Parker
Robert Lynn Parkinson
Cheryl Wilson Parks
Marian Briley Greif Payne
Howard Pfutzenreuter
John Walter Placek
Dorothy Potter
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Powell
Andrej H. “Andre” 
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Virginia Dollinger Prikryl
Teri M. Raeke
Kenneth Baxter “Ken” 
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Shannon Marie Rariden
Paul Henry Ray
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Robert Ray Schneider
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Bob Ewald Schutz
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Gary Shelton
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William Simpson
Rosemary “Rosie” Slacks
James Christopher “Jim” 
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Dale Stahlhut
Dorothy R. Stevens
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Calvin James Stewart
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John Henry Sutherland
Seitoku Teruya
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Thompson
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Lawrence V. “Larry” 
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Richard Thanh Truong
Arvice Marie Nelson 
Turner
Lorraine Jean Turner
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William L. Victor
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Benjamin Fred Louis 
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Bonnie Evelyn Worley
Gabriel Zambrano
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Copy editor thanks Texan 
for friendships, memories
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I’ve been watching “The 
Office” on a loop for a couple 
years now. It’s arguably my 
favorite television show, but I 
never knew why I liked it so 
much until my most recent 
run-through. In the series fi-
nale, Erin says, “How did you 
capture how we felt and how 
we made each other laugh 
and how we got through the 
day?” The perennially-happy 
receptionist describes the 
Dunder Mifflin team as a 
family — one that works to-
gether, but also as one that 
laughs, cries and grows to-
gether. And then it hit me: 
She’s basically describing The 
Daily Texan.
Looking back on tryouts, I 
can’t help but laugh. On my 
very first night in the Texan, 
the copy desk chief brusquely 
introduced himself and then 
proceeded to speak only in 
Russian. That guy turned out 
to be one of the smartest and 
best people I’ve ever met. He 
sat me down at a computer 
next to another tryout, and I 
didn’t say a word to her. Now 
we’re roommates and best 
friends. But on that night, I 
didn’t know that the people 
I met at the Texan would be-
come my family. All I knew 
was that I was scared.   
Since then, I’ve found in The 
Daily Texan a group of people 
who inspire me. They are kind, 
passionate and hardworking. 
They are the kind of people 
who go to school all day and 
then eagerly sit in a dark base-
ment until the wee hours of the 
night because they care about 
what they’re doing. Whether 
it’s meticulously editing for 
comma errors, calculating 
sports statistics, interviewing 
an administrator or creating 
a comic, these 20-something 
students are there making 
a paper.
I won’t remember a lot of 
what happened at the Texan 
during my two years there, 
but there are some things 
I’ll never forget: Staff Olym-
pics, Aaron’s obsession with 
catching the rat, watching 
Gilmore Girls with Nicole, 
every time Ben played with 
my hair, singing with Kelly 
and Iliana and the Great 
Server Crash of 2015. 
Walker: Can’t wait for you 
to be ambassador to the U.N. 
one day.
Brett: Thanks for hiring 
me and giving me the best 
group of friends I’ve ever 
had (yourself included).
Kailey: Thanks for being 
the best friend I’ve ever had. 
I’ve never been at the Texan 
without you, and I wouldn’t 
want to be.
Claire: You’re a role mod-
el of remaining strong in the 
face of challenge. I love you, 
and I cherish you (for real). 
So yep, we’re a family. Sure, 
we make one of the best col-
lege newspapers in the coun-
try every night. But to me, 
it’s about much more than 
that. It’s about finding a fam-
ily in an unlikely place — a 
family that laughs, cries and 
grows together.
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By Sarah Lanford
@thedailytexan
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Lanford has worked as a copy editor for three semesters. She has made her very best 
friends in the basement of the Daily Texan, and she couldn’t be more grateful.
Science editor leaves paper, new department
By Ellen Airhart
@ellenairhart
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff
During her four 
semesters at the 
Daily Texan, Ellen 
Airhart wrote Sci-
ence Scene, the 
science column 
in Life&Arts, and 
worked as the 
Science&Tech-
nology editor.
Isabella N. Palacios
Daily Texan Staff
Isabella has 
been a comic 
artist with the 
Daily Texan since 
Spring 2013. 
She’s met many 
wonderful artists 
along the way 
and is probably 
going to be draw-
ing comics until 
the day she dies. 
Which will prob-
ably be the day 
she graduates.
Reporting just might be a 
shy girl’s nightmare. 
It forces you to email 
strangers, call authority fig-
ures and ask invasive, per-
sonal questions to people 
you’ve never met before. 
Sometimes I wonder if I re-
ally knew that was the world 
I was getting into when I 
walked into the Daily Texan 
basement two years ago as a 
timid freshman. 
My first semester, I took a 
utilitarian approach to the of-
fice. I frequented only when 
necessary — once every Sun-
day for Life&Arts pitch meet-
ings and one weekday to re-
view edits on my stories. I was 
convinced everyone knew 
what they were doing and I 
didn’t, that everyone knew 
each other and I didn’t. 
But I was also convinced 
this was a world I wanted to 
be a part of: people think-
ing of ways to string togeth-
er the perfect lead sentence, 
discussing comma place-
ment and bouncing story 
ideas off one another. So 
I kept coming back. I kept 
being pushed outside of my 
comfort zone to interview 
strangers and present my 
own story ideas, garner-
ing a little more confidence 
each time. 
The greatest thing the Texan 
gave me, though, was the peo-
ple. First there was Kat. She 
drew me out of my shell a little 
bit more every time I came in 
to work on a story. Then Ka-
tie, who I knew I’d be friends 
with the second she said her 
favorite movie was “Into the 
Wild.” (P.S. The dress swap 
of the century will forever re-
main etched in my mind.)
And when my third se-
mester came around, I 
found my band mates, my 
soul mates, my people. Run-
ning the Life&Arts section 
with Danielle and Cat has 
been the highlight of my 
college experience. When I 
think back to the hours we 
spent writing and rewrit-
ing stories, putting together 
in-depth packages and jam-
ming to First Aid Kit, the 
words “golden age” come to 
mind — even though it was 
just a semester. Danielle, you 
inspire me with your words 
and your dedication. Cat, 
your passion for everything 
you write makes me want to 
be a better reporter.
When I joined the Texan, 
I didn’t know I’d find friends 
I’d want to work for hours in 
a windowless basement with 
every day or people I’d like 
enough to drive an hour out-
side of town with to spend 
an evening cliff diving and 
destroying veggie burgers 
(Sorry, Megan). 
This is probably the hard-
est piece I’ve had to write for 
the Texan, but looking back at 
these experiences brings me 
joy. It reminds me how far I’ve 
come since the day I nervously 
took those first steps down the 
basement stairs and makes me 
realize I’m ready to more confi-
dently take on the world above.
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Before applying for The 
Daily Texan, I made a pros 
and cons list. I was sitting 
on my bed freshman year, 
piles of pamphlets fanned 
around me, having just got-
ten back from one of the 
many activity fairs we are 
all subject to in those first 
weeks of college. 
Hours were spent mull-
ing over what clubs I should 
join, trying to figure out 
who I would be at UT. I’d 
heard of the Texan and its 
century-old reputation as 
a top college paper, and I 
almost didn’t apply out of 
fear of rejection.  But before 
making that call, I did what 
I always do when making 
major decisions: I made a 
pros and cons list.
Ultimately there were 
more pros than cons, an ar-
bitrary tally that managed 
to calm my nerves, and I 
applied. The Life&Arts edi-
tor hired me, for whatever 
reason, and thus my career at 
the Texan started. 
I couldn’t have known 
then the impact the Texan 
would have on me.
I’ve made a number of 
Texan related pros and 
cons list over the past three 
years. Five when deciding 
if I wanted to take an edit-
ing position in Life&Arts 
or make the switch to news. 
Another list when choos-
ing between lege reporting 
and news editing. I made a 
couple more to determine if 
I should even come back to 
the Texan to work for special 
ventures, or if I should put 
all of my energy into school 
and internships. 
When deciding to write 
this 30 column, I was pre-
pared to do what I always 
do. List out all of the pros 
and cons. Weigh and over-
think every possible sce-
nario. But I didn’t. Well, 
mentally maybe, but there 
is no carbon copy list this 
time around.
There will always be a 
reason to stay at the Texan. 
There will always be more 
pros than cons.  I don’t 
need a list to tell me that. 
But there’s a point when it’s 
time to leave, and it sucks, 
but you go. It’s a gut thing 
— a non-calculated deci-
sion that you just have to 
make eventually.
So what’s the biggest pro 
of the dim-lit basement? 
I’ve made my best friends 
here, many of who are some 
of the most talented people 
I know.
Thank you to those who 
have helped me to grow at 
the Texan. Thank you to my 
special ventures staff, editors 
and mentors. Thank you for 
Capitol visits, curry runs, 
Taboo matches and water 
gun fights.
And because I can’t ignore 
an excuse to quote “The Of-
fice,” as Michael Scott once 
said, “The people that you 
work with are just, when 
you get down to it, your very 
best friends.”
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Special ventures editor thanks Texan for pros
By Eleanor Dearman
@ellydearman
8 -30-Friday, May 6, 2016
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Eleanor Dearman served as special ventures editor in the spring. She previously served as special ventures writer, senior 
reporter on the campus and legislative beats, podcast host and senior life and arts writer.
In retrospect, my time at The Daily Texan 
seems brief and somewhat surreal. 
I was an odd candidate to write science: an-
thropology major, no journalism experience. But 
Ellen led me down the basement stairs one Sun-
day afternoon, and suddenly I was learning the 
ropes (re: words). 
Brevity’s not one of my virtues. Thanks (and 
apologies) to Danielle, Marissa and Cat, who bore 
my editing sessions before I fell into rhythm.
All my love to the ball moss boss, Eva, and 
to Ellen, who let me shlep along her adven-
ture. Remember to retain “a sense of unre-
served wonderment” (i.e. wake up sheeple!). 
So long and thanks for all the fish!
—Maluly Martinez
Courtesy of Maluly Martinez
Science and Technology reporter Maluly Martinez Benavides was regularly observed to be 
a human female. Recent allegations concerning remote controlled animatronics can be 
neither confirmed nor denied. This is the photograph she provided.
Ode to ball moss, conspiracy theories and science writing
PHOTO BRIEFLY
Writer gains confidence, finds friendships at Texan
By Marisa Charpentier
@marisacharp21
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff
Journalism and 
Plan II sopho-
more Marisa 
Charpentier 
spent four se-
mesters at The 
Daily Texan. 
She worked as 
a writer and 
associate editor 
for the Life&Arts 
section and most 
recently as a 
Special Ventures 
reporter.
Marshall Tidrick| Daily Texan Staff
In her four semesters with the Texan, Stephanie served as an associate photo editor, senior 
photographer and staff photographer. She will be remembered for her love of Tupac.
Grateful photographer moves forward, camera in hand
PHOTO BRIEFLY
As I sit here reminiscing on my time 
with the Texan trying to put how much 
this experience has meant to me in words, I 
cant help but realize I’m better at speaking 
through photographs. From meeting Leon 
Bridges, late night trips to 7-11, getting 
checked by Secret Service, to staying up 
until 6 a.m. every night working SXSW, I 
have made so many memories here. When 
I first began, I never would have thought 
that I would find a family in this dimly lit 
basement. The Texan has allowed me to 
flourish both as a person and photogra-
pher. My time here has left me with over 
10,000 photographs and so many stories to 
tell. Although I will miss the Texan, I am 
looking forward to my next adventure. 
—Stephanie Tacy
I’ve worked on dozens 
of issues of the Texan, but 
this is my first byline in its 
pages. That’s part of the deal 
when you work in copy. Our 
names aren’t published on 
what comes of the work we 
put in, but we get the satis-
faction of knowing we can 
stand behind everything that 
comes through our depart-
ment. And that’s always been 
enough.
Some people tell me I’m 
crazy for working a job that 
requires me to stay in a base-
ment late into the night fact-
checking, changing hyphens 
to en dashes and removing 
Oxford commas — even 
though most readers won’t 
notice the difference.
But here’s the thing: The 
other people in that office — 
even when it’s dangerously 
close to 2 a.m. — care just as 
much. All of the people I work 
with give the Texan their all, 
whether it’s their time, their 
energy and often both. We are 
more than 200 students creat-
ing a daily newspaper for peo-
ple who don’t read newspapers 
anymore. But it’s always been 
enough.
The first time I went to 
the basement, it was to try 
out for copy and design. For 
all four of my tryout nights, 
Sarah Lanford was trying out 
beside me. I knew immedi-
ately she was one of the bold-
est women I’d ever met, and I 
knew I wanted her to be my 
best friend.
Almost a year later, I met 
Claire Smith when she joined 
the copy department and was 
running for editor-in-chief. 
I was moved just listening 
to her talk, because she was 
one of the smartest and most 
well-spoken women I’d ever 
met, and I knew I wanted her 
to be my best friend.
When I walked into the 
basement that first night, I 
had no idea how special my 
time here would be. I came to 
the Texan for the experience, 
but I stayed for the people.
I stayed for Sarah and 
Claire, my best friends, the 
strongest, smartest and most 
capable women I know. They 
teach me every day about the 
power of female friendships 
and how rewarding it is to let 
your walls down.
I stayed for Brett Dono-
hoe, who taught me every-
thing I know about how to 
be a copy desk chief. I could 
listen to him talk about lin-
guistics (or Russia, or Cher, 
or “Broad City”) for hours. 
You are going to do so well in 
grad school.
I stayed for Walker Foun-
tain, I stayed for Iliana 
Storch, and I stayed for Jack 
Mitts. I stayed for Jordan 
Rudner, and I stayed for my 
associates and my copy kit-
tens. And I’m so glad I’ve 
stayed so long.
I’ve stayed because the 
Texan is my home, and it’s 
my family and these are my 
people. And they’ll always be 
enough.
-30-
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Copy desk chief readies to use Oxford comma
By Kailey Thompson
@kaileythompson_
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Thompson worked five semesters at the Texan as a copy editor, senior designer, associate copy desk chief and copy desk chief. She is thankful for the friends she 
made during her time here.
I first walked into the 
Daily Texan basement as a 
clueless orientation attend-
ee. I had seen the orange 
paper stands sprinkled 
around campus and knew I 
wanted to get involved.
Bobby Blanchard, then 
a poster child for the 
school’s journalism pro-
gram, enthusiastically told 
me all about the paper and 
encouraged me to join. 
Unfortunately, I made 
some typical freshman ex-
cuses to convince myself 
to wait a little while and 
figure out how to handle 
college life.
After taking a semester 
to settle in, I applied for 
a position. Too timid to 
work as a reporter, I set-
tled on trying my hand as a 
copy editor. My roommate 
at the time, Brett Dono-
hoe, also joined the copy 
staff. He stuck with it and 
went on to become copy 
desk chief and managing 
editor. Unfortunately, I 
didn’t feel quite as at home 
as he did, so I decided not 
to return.
I came to regret that 
decision.
During my time away I 
worked in and around a 
handful of newsrooms, but 
none of them came close 
to the what I had been a 
part of at the Texan. 
Two years later I re-
turned to the basement, 
and I’m so happy that I 
did. The newsroom was 
filled with almost entirely 
new faces but it felt ex-
actly the same as I had left 
it. Every staff member still 
put their all into every edi-
tion and loved doing it.
I rejoined the Texan as a 
member of the tech staff, 
a small group of coders 
from all over campus. I 
learned much about work-
ing with varying groups 
of journalists and creat-
ing interactive content on 
tight deadlines. Just like 
every other department, 
the team is full of talent 
and I’m sure it will con-
tinue to grow and flourish 
long after I’m gone.
After getting a taste for 
the Texan again I wanted 
more. I’d picked up a pa-
per countless times, and I 
figured it was finally time 
to be published in it. I 
took on a biweekly colum-
nist position and put my 
opinion on several campus 
issues in print. 
Working on both sides 
of the paper has been quite 
rewarding, and I’m so glad 
I took the time to be a 
part of this exceptional 
publication.
My only regret is that 
I didn’t spend more 
time in that surprisingly 
cozy basement.
-30-
By Adam Humphrey
@Humphrinator
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Adam Humphrey was a senior tech staff member and columnist for the spring 2016 semes-
ter. In previous semesters, he was a tech staff member and copy kitten.
Senior tech staffer reminisces 
on time spent in basement
♲R E C Y C L E
@thedailytexan
Follow us for news, 
updates and more.
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“The Unity Underlying Diversity: 
Multi-cultural, Intellectual, and Geographic”
MS. ERTHARIN COUSIN is the 12th
Executive Director of the
United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP). Cousin
brings more than 25 years of
national and international nonprofit, govern-
ment, and corporate leadership experience
focusing on hunger, food, and resilience strate-
gies. Cousin guides WFP in meeting urgent food
needs while championing longer-term solutions
to food insecurity and hunger. As the leader of
the world’s largest humanitarian organization,
she is an exceptional advocate for improving
the lives of hungry people worldwide. In 2009,
Cousin was confirmed as the U.S. Ambassador
to the UN Agencies for Food and Agriculture
in Rome. Previously, Cousin served as White
House Liaison to the State Department, during
which time she was appointed to the Board for
International Food and Agricultural Develop-
ment, and executive vice president and chief
operating officer of Feeding America. A
Chicago native, Cousin is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago and the University
of Georgia Law School.
DAVID J. SKORTON, M.D., is the 13th
Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution. Previously, he was
president of Cornell University
and professor of medicine, pedi-
atrics,and biomedical engineering. Prior to 
Cornell, Skorton was president of the
University of Iowa and a faculty member, with
research focused on cardiac imaging and image
processing and clinical practice focused on ado-
lescents and adults with congenital heart 
disease. He was elected to the National Acad-
emy of Medicine (formerly Institute of Medi-
cine) and the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. Skorton is a nationally recognized
advocate for the arts and humanities. He was 
the host of a Latin jazz radio show on Iowa 
Public Radio and plays the saxophone and flute.
Skorton earned his undergraduate and medical
degrees from Northwestern University and did
his postgraduate medical training at UCLA.
STEVEN WEINBERG, PH.D., is a 
professor of physics and astron-
omy at the University of Texas.
His research has been honored
with the Nobel Prize in Physics,
the National Medal of Science, and numerous
other awards, and election to the National
Academy of Science, Britain’s Royal Society,
and other academies in the U.S. and abroad. In
addition to six scientific treatises, he has written
several books for general readers, including
Dreams of a Final Theory, The First Three
Minutes, and To Explain the World, and two col-
lections of published essays, many of which first
appeared in The New York Review of Books. For
this, he has received the Lewis Thomas Award
for the Scientist as Poet and other awards. 
Educated at Cornell, Copenhagen, and Prince-
ton, he taught at Columbia, Berkeley, MIT, and
Harvard, where he was Higgins Professor of
Physics, before coming to Texas.
THE HONORABLE SHIRLEY ANN
JACKSON, PH.D., is the 18th pres-
ident of Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, where she has led an
extraordinary transformation
since 1999. Her career encompasses senior lead-
ership positions in academia, government,
industry, and research. In 2014, United States
President Barack Obama appointed Dr. Jackson
as Co-Chair of the President’s Intelligence
Advisory Board. A recipient of the 2014
National Medal of Science, she is a member of
the U.S. Secretary of Energy Advisory Board
and the U.S. Secretary of State’s International
Security Advisory Board. She is Vice Chair of
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution and serves on the boards of major 
corporations that include IBM and FedEx.
From 2009 to 2014, Dr. Jackson served on the
President’s Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology. From 1995 to 1999, Dr. Jackson
was Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission. She holds an S.B. in Physics and
a Ph.D. in Theoretical Elementary Particle
Physics, both from MIT.
COLLOQUY
THE 2016  PRES IDENT ’S  COMMENCEMENT
110 8th Street, Troy, NY 12180
RSVP and watch the Colloquy live at 
www.rpi.edu/colloquy/texan
The Honorable Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D., invites you to join her and the 2016
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Honorary Degree Recipients as they come together to discuss
“Death, taxes... and Daily 
Texan sports.”
Sure, that was a fictitious 
quote on our white board 
of stupid stuff we say in the 
office, but it certainly rings 
true for me.
I joined the Texan in the 
fall semester of my fresh-
man year. In the four years 
since, I’ve changed favorite 
sports (soccer), favorite pro 
team (FC Dallas) and devel-
oped an additional passion 
for web development.
But there’s one thing 
that’s always remained the 
same — Daily Texan sports.
I walked into the Texan 
office in August of 2012 not 
knowing what to expect. 
What has happened in the 
eight semesters I’ve spent at 
this amazing place is more 
than anything I could have 
dreamed of.
I traveled 824 miles 
round-trip to Lafayette, 
Louisiana, to cover the soft-
ball regional tournament 
that featured the first time I 
ever had to delete an entire 
gamer in the last inning. I 
traveled 424 to Oklahoma 
City twice — once to cover 
volleyball’s tough loss to 
BYU in the 2014 Final Four, 
the other ending on that 
shot (you know which one 
I’m talking about) that led 
to one of the best gamers 
I’ve written.
In total, I’ve covered 
seven teams on this cam-
pus. I’ve talked to countless 
coaches and players, each 
with their own interesting 
stories. I spent two semes-
ters as a senior sports writ-
er, a semester as the associ-
ate sports editor and this 
semester as the sports edi-
tor. (I’m still not sure why I 
was allowed to do that.)
But what’s impacted me 
the most — what’s made 
this such a big part of my 
life the last four years — 
isn’t anything numbers 
can show.
I’ve improved tremen-
dously as a sports writer. 
Reading my old stuff is both 
painful and hilarious, see-
ing how far I’ve come.
But most importantly, 
I’ve made great friends 
here. Nick, it was an honor 
working with you, and fun 
we had covering volley-
ball and baseball. Akshay, 
there’s no one I would have 
rather had as my associate 
sports editor this semester. 
I’ve learned a lot about the 
business from both of y’all.
To the sports staff, it’s 
been an adventurous se-
mester, but I wouldn’t give 
it up for anything. I look 
forward to seeing what y’all 
do in the future.
I’m not sure what’s ahead 
of me from here. I know 
that I’ll be in Rio de Janie-
ro this August to cover the 
Summer Olympics through 
the journalism school. But 
after Aug. 18 rolls around, 
I’ve got nothing.
But I hope I can find a 
place like this: a place to 
build relationships, become 
a better writer/web devel-
oper and, more important-
ly, a better person.
I hope to find a place to 
call home, just like I did the 
past four years with The 
Daily Texan.
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This is my part, nobody 
else speak.
I first arrived on the 40 
Acres in spring 2013. I didn’t 
know many people. I had 
no idea where anything was. 
But I knew I wanted to be a 
sports journalist. And I knew 
getting into the journalism 
school with no published 
clips would be a challenge.
So I tried out for The Dai-
ly Texan. But not right away. 
It took me a whole semester 
to muster up the strength to 
shoot my shot. I tried out for 
the opinion and sports de-
partments. I wanted to bring 
a black perspective to the 
paper... something my Black 
Power Movement classmates 
thought the paper lacked. 
But I also wanted to be the 
next Jemele Hill.
I made the cut for the 
opinion department and 
spent the next two semes-
ters as an opinion columnist. 
My first article was about 
the importance of study-
ing abroad, but eventually 
I wrote a story people paid 
attention to. In response to 
a UCLA video highlight-
ing their lack of black males 
(3.3 percent), I decided to 
look up the percentage of 
black males at Texas. Texas 
was worse. UT black males 
made up 1.6 percent of the 
University’s fall 2011 student 
body.  Although black males 
have decreased (from 842 to 
763 as of 2013), I highlighted 
the overpopulation of black 
males on the football field 
yet underrepresentation in 
the student body.
Most of my stories af-
ter that were about sports, 
which emphasized my need 
to transition into the sports 
department. My first semes-
ter there, I covered the men’s 
tennis team, followed by the 
Big 12 Blog.  I thought it’d be 
impossible for girls to cover 
one of the higher beats. Then 
Jori became sports editor, 
and I realized that I was my 
own barrier, not my gender. 
Shortly after that, I became 
the beat writer for the wom-
en’s basketball team (the best 
beat ever). While covering 
that beat, I attended my first 
media availability, sat in the 
press box for the first time 
and experienced the de-
mand that comes along with 
covering a popular beat.
It took me a whole semes-
ter to get used to constantly 
receiving texts and emails 
about stories. It took even 
longer to get used to driv-
ing 30 minutes to attend 
a 15-minute meeting that 
could’ve been an email. But 
through it all, I grew. I grew 
as a journalist. I grew as a 
person. And I’m thankful for 
the role the Texan has played 
in that growth. Thank you 
all for a great three years.  It’s 
been an honor to represent 
the Texan and an even great-
er honor to list The Daily 
Texan on my resume.
This little light of mine. 
Glory be to God.
-30-
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By Jacob Martella
@ViewFromTheBox
Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff
Jacob Martella 
worked eight 
semesters at 
The Daily Texan, 
finding a place 
to call home in 
Austin. Now the 
sports editor, 
he covered 
the men’s and 
women’s golf, 
soccer, softball, 
volleyball, base-
ball and men’s 
basketball teams 
during his time 
at the Texan.
By Jasmine Johnson
@AllThatJasss
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Jasmine C. Johnson was one of the women’s basketball beat writers in the spring and fall. 
She previously covered the Big 12 Blog and men’s tennis team. Prior to that, she spent two 
semesters as an opinion columnist.
Sports editor salutes time on his home field
Broadcaster, campus reporter finds love in print
From opinion to sports, writer 
values chance to break through
I had been with Texas Stu-
dent Television for more than 
three years when I met The 
Daily Texan.
I wasn’t unhappy with my 
relationship with TSTV, but I 
also was getting curious about 
what other opportunities were 
available at Texas Student Me-
dia. After working at the Austin 
American-Statesman and The 
Wall Street Journal, I wanted 
to write for my University’s 
campus newspaper, but I didn’t 
want to cheat on TSTV. TSTV 
had been so faithful to me, but 
one day I just decided to sneak 
away from the fourth floor of 
the HSM and wander into the 
basement of The Daily Texan.
And I don’t regret my 
straying one bit.
During my brief stint at the 
Texan, I honed in my passion 
for reporting like never before. 
When my editor gave me the 
campus beat, I didn’t realize I 
would stay so busy. There’s so 
much that has happened on 
this campus in the last semes-
ter. Some of it happy, some of 
it painfully sad, but it was a 
privilege and a responsibility 
of mine to report the news to 
the student community.
Previously, I was allotted 
minutes or seconds to a story 
at TSTV. In broadcast, it’s 
hard to go very in-depth into 
reporting without getting more 
time budgeted. Through print 
reporting, though, the written 
words and 18-inch stories car-
ried weight that was hard to 
carry in a 90-second video sto-
ry. My sources would add tex-
ture to stories in written form 
that I could only show with 
images in broadcast. Which is 
more powerful? I’m not sure, 
but luckily I love both.
You’d think being on TV 
would give a journalist instant 
gratification for their work, 
but there’s nothing that made 
me more proud than when I 
would walk by an orange Daily 
Texan newsstand and see my 
byline from a few feet away.
I am thankful for the tal-
ented journalists I met while 
at The Daily Texan. Without 
my editors pushing me to dig 
deeper into stories, I’m not 
sure if they would have made 
enough impact. Some stories 
make a lot of noise, but as a 
journalist you want stories to 
make a difference.
The role of being a student 
journalist is a thankless job. 
Some people don’t take you 
seriously because you’re still a 
“kid in college,” but I encour-
age all future Texas Student 
Media members to be relent-
less in their reporting. We have 
a responsibility to inform our 
student community and hold 
administrators accountable.
I’m not sure if you’ll find 
me on print, television or 
wherever. But one thing 
is true though: News will 
always be the love that’s nev-
er failed me.
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By Cassandra Jaramillo
@cassandrajar
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Cassandra Jaramillo previously worked three years as a TSTV 
reporter before becoming a senior reporter at The Daily Texan.
 Texas is far from the driv-
er’s seat in the Big 12, even 
with seven games left to go in 
the regular season. Despite 
a respectable 9–9 confer-
ence record, the Longhorns’ 
poor out-of-conference 
performance places them at 
21–24 overall, placing them 
at fourth place in the Big 12. 
An at-large bid is now 
out of the question for 
Texas after getting swept by 
Oklahoma State last week-
end following a stint in 
which the Longhorns won 
six of seven contests. But 
after defeating Prairie View 
A&M in commanding 
fashion on Tuesday night, 
head coach Augie Garrido 
believes his team can gain 
steam as it heads into the Big 
12 tournament.
“You keep grinding it out 
and pointing out to the play-
ers what their opportunities 
are,” Garrido said. “You work 
on the fundamentals of the 
game, and you work on the 
mental game. And finally, it’s 
what they do. It’s not what 
they know, it’s what they do 
in any given moment that 
produces the results.”
As the season winds 
down, Texas will face a pair 
of Big 12 opponents in West 
Virginia and Baylor, sand-
wiching a Tuesday night bat-
tle with Texas State. As they 
attempt to climb the Big 12 
standings, first on the Long-
horns’ agenda will be a trek 
out to Morgantown, West 
Virginia, to face the Moun-
taineers in a three-game set 
beginning Friday night. 
Texas will be without 
Garrido for Saturday’s con-
test as associate head coach 
Skip Johnson will take the 
skipper’s duties. Far from 
the country roads of West 
Virginia, Garrido will be in 
New York City accepting the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 
The award will be given 
by The National Ethnic 
All eight members  of the 
Texas men’s golf team sat 
on the railing surrounding 
the Littlefield fountain on 
Wednesday night, waiting for 
the guest of honor to arrive. 
And then, as the the UT 
tower started to glow burnt 
orange in the background, 
it arrived — the Big 12 
title trophy.
After five tournament 
wins in the regular season 
— all of them coming this 
spring — even the nation’s 
top-ranked team felt they still 
hadn’t put together a single 
complete round.
But then there was last Sun-
day at the Big 12 Champion-
ship in Trinity, Texas, when 
the Longhorns blew away the 
field with a 15-under par final 
round, winning by a record-
setting 26 shots.
“It was a round that you 
kind of dream about,” head 
coach John Fields said. “We 
don’t take it for granted 
though. The guys worked re-
ally hard to get there.”
Texas has made a mock-
ery of the Big 12 in recent 
years, winning the last four 
conference titles by an aver-
age margin of 14.25 shots. The 
success derives from the cali-
ber of players that have teed it 
up on the 40 Acres.
“It’s a testament to coach 
Fields’ recruiting,” said junior 
Beau Hossler, the No. 1 player 
in the country and a Ben Ho-
gan Award finalist. “You have 
to have the talent and the play-
ers. You got guys getting better 
from the day they get on cam-
pus until the day they’re done.”
Texas shifts its focus now 
toward the NCAA Regionals. 
The Longhorns are the No. 1 
seed in the Franklin, Tenn., 
regional, which will be played 
May 16-18 at the Vanderbilt 
Legends Club. 
Last year the Longhorns 
won their regional and ad-
vanced all the way to the 
match play quarterfinals be-
fore losing to USC. It’s some-
thing that still is fresh in 
their minds.
“I think we all remember 
how we feel,” junior Gavin 
Hall said. “But, we’re a whole 
different team than where we 
were last year, and the great 
part is we learned from it, 
we’re healthy and we’re itching 
Isaiah Taylor didn’t get it. 
The then-skinny, long 
haired guard in high school 
couldn’t fathom why he was 
near the bottom of recruiting 
boards. Or why no one would 
give him a look. 
Three years later, an older, 
short-haired Taylor sits in a 
similar situation. He’s already 
decided he’s NBA bound, but 
is missing from mock drafts 
and prospect chatter. 
Déjà vu.
“That’s why I play with the 
passion I do,” Taylor said in 
February. “Back when I was in 
high school, nobody believed 
in me. Even when I commit-
ted to Texas, a lot of people 
was like ‘Yo, you got Isaiah 
Taylor, who is that?’”
Taylor officially declared 
for the NBA Draft in April, 
and decided he would hire an 
agent, officially slamming the 
door on a possible return to 
the Longhorns. Texas will lose 
his team-leading 15 points-
per-game, his uncanny speed 
and the thing that helped 
him get to Austin in the first 
place — the ‘me against the 
world’ mentality. 
“I think he appreciates 
belief in him because he 
constantly feels like he is be-
ing slighted,” head coach 
Shaka Smart said during 
the season. 
Taylor played AAU ball for 
the Oakland Rebels — the 
same team Portland Trailblaz-
ers star Damian Lillard played 
for. Lillard and Taylor both 
flew under the radar heading 
into college, but Lillard end-
ed up as a lottery pick in the 
NBA Draft.
“I looked up to him as kind 
of like mentor,” Taylor said in 
February. “Him playing for 
the Oakland Rebels, watching 
him and I just kind of took on 
his mentality.”
Former Texas coach 
Rick Barnes offered Tay-
lor a scholarship, and he 
was Austin bound. But the 
memory of being looked over 
time and again remained 
with him.
“I remember in 8th grade, 
I think his name was Mike 
Avery, I went to Phenom 
Camp with him, he got offed 
by Kentucky in 8th grade,” 
Taylor said. “I was like ‘Yo, 
this is crazy. I’m over here 
struggling just to even get 
a look.”
Then, it came together. 
Taylor started every game in 
his freshman season at Texas 
and averaged 12.7 points. But 
after the Longhorns under-
whelmed in Taylor’s sopho-
more campaign, Barnes was 
let go and Taylor contemplat-
ed going pro. 
Smart was hired, and Tay-
lor decided to give it another 
go at Texas. His stats im-
proved across the board and 
he earned a spot on the All 
Big 12 First Team. The big 
moments piled up — a game-
winner against Stanford in 
December, a 35-point outing 
against Texas Tech in January, 
18 points against Oklahoma 
in February. 
The biggest moment might 
have been when it ended. 
Taylor drove to the lane like 
he had did countless times in 
burnt orange and dropped in 
a runner that tied an NCAA 
Tournament game against 
Northern Iowa. One half-
court shot later, and Taylor 
was on his hands and knees.
“Unfortunately, we fell 
short, but just want to say I 
love those guys and to Coach 
Smart,” Taylor said after the 
game. “He’s been a great men-
tor to me, great mentor to the 
rest of our team, and been like 
a father figure to us on and 
off the court and he’s made us 
all better.”
And then Taylor sat again. 
Another season out in the 
first round of the Big Dance, 
and another NBA decision 
to be made. Staying at Texas 
for a senior year might have 
propelled up draft boards. 
But this quirky, speedy 
6-foot-3 guard has a point 
to make — the same point 
he wanted to make in 
high school.
“I just want to change peo-
ple’s opinions,” Taylor said 
earlier this season. “I think 
that I’m one of the best guards 
in the country. So when 
people think a certain thing 
about me, I just want to prove 
them wrong.”
Déjà vu. 
Name: 4685/re:fuel-Pappas Restaurants; 
Width: 19p4; Depth: 10 in; Color: Black, 
4685/re:fuel-Pappas Restaurants; Ad Num-
ber: 4685
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
Chip on shoulder drives Taylor
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Junior guard Isaiah Taylor drives to the hoop against Northern Iowa during the NCAA tournament on March 18. Taylor aver-
aged 15 points during the regular season and has declared for the NBA draft. 
BASEBALL
Texas set for final stretch of regular season
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Junior infielder Tres Barrera prepares to swing in Texas’ 7-0 win over Prarire View A&M on Tuesday. The Longhorns play West 
Virginia in a three game series this weekend. It’s their final road series of the season. 
By Michael Shapiro
@mshap2
By Akshay Mirchandani
@amirchandani41
MEN’S GOLF
Longhorns celebrate 
historic Big 12 title
By Trenton Daeschner
@TrentDaeschner
Mike McGraw | Daily Texan Staff
The men’s golf team poses with the Big 12 championship 
trophy after lighting the tower. It’s their fourth straight title. 
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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The Longhorns over-
came an up-and-down day 
to finish the first round 
of the NCAA Bryan Re-
gional in a tie for eighth at 
five-over par.
Texas’ round puts them 
three shots back of Miami, 
who currently holds the sixth 
and final spot to qualify for 
the championship round at 
the end of the month.
Junior Julia Beck led the 
way for the Longhorns, 
shooting two-under par to 
finish the day in a seven-
way tie for seventh. Beck re-
covered from a bogey on the 
10th hole with four birdies 
in the last five holes to fin-
ish as the only Texas player 
under par.
Junior Haley Mills had the 
most up-and-down day for 
Texas. Mills began the round 
with a bogey and two bird-
ies, but bogeyed the eighth, 
ninth and 10th holes. She 
then birdied three-straight 
holes before bogeying two 
of the last three holes to 
finish the day at one-over 
par and in a tie for 28th. 
Sophomore Sophia 
Schubert and senior Natalie 
Karcher each shot three-over 
par to end the round in a tie 
for 46th. Senior Tezira Abe 
bogeyed eight of the first 11 
holes and double bogeyed 
the 14th hole to end the day 
seven-over par and in tie 
for 79th.
Georgia currently holds a 
one-shot lead over Arizona 
at four-under par. Bianca 
Pagdanganan of Gonzaga 
currently leads the individ-
ual field at five-under par 
while Daniela Darquea of 
Miami trails in second by a 
shot. Four players are tied at 
three-under par for third.
The top six teams after 
Saturday’s final round and 
the top three individuals 
not on those teams will ad-
vance to the NCAA Cham-
pionship later this month in 
Eugene, Oregon. 
The Longhorns will 
start the second round at 8 
a.m. today and cap off re-
gional with the final round 
on Saturday.
Finals are the main focus 
for most students on cam-
pus, but for 19 Texas softball 
players there is business to 
be handled outside the class-
room, too. 
The Longhorns are facing 
off with Iowa State for their 
last road trip and conference 
series of the regular season 
this weekend in Ames, Iowa.
“They’ve got finals on their 
brains, so we need to make 
sure we leave the academics 
outside the dugout and when 
we get done playing they’ll get 
back to the academic side,” 
head coach Connie Clark said. 
“That’s the challenge this time 
of year but I think we’re up for 
it. We’ve positioned ourselves 
nicely to move up, but we can’t 
have a letdown.” 
Fortunately for Texas, the 
Cyclones aren’t a very potent 
opponent. Iowa State cur-
rently sits at the bottom of 
the conference with just one 
Big 12 win. The Cyclones are 
riding some momentum after 
a big win over in-state rival 
Iowa, but the Longhorns are 
in a good rhythm right now 
as well. 
Iowa State has some tal-
ented hitters in their lineup. 
Senior second baseman Brit-
tany Gomez, a New Braunfels, 
Texas native, is the biggest 
offensive threat for the Cy-
clones. She leads the team 
with a .402 batting average 
and is aggressive on the base 
path with 24 stolen bases this 
season, which is tied for most 
in the Big 12.
The Cyclone pitching staff 
has struggled throughout the 
season and has a collective 
4.95 ERA. Texas hitters have 
been making consistent con-
tact at the plate and should 
find success against the young 
Iowa State staff. 
The Longhorn staff, head-
lined by junior ace Tiarra Da-
vis, has shown improvement 
in recent weeks. They boast 
the lowest team ERA in the 
conference at 2.26 and are get-
ting comfortable attacking the 
strike zone. 
“We’re getting better every 
day, and this is the time to 
get better,” Clark said. “We’re 
building a lot of confidence 
as well.” 
After the Iowa State series, 
Texas will play a single home 
game against Baylor on May 
14 to close out the regular sea-
son. The Bears won the first 
two games of the series back 
in March. 
Selections for the NCAA 
Softball Championship tour-
nament will be made the day 
after Texas’ season ends. The 
16 four-team Regionals will 
be played May 20-22 and win-
ners will advance to the Super 
Regionals will occur May 26-
29. The season will conclude 
with the Women’s College 
World Series in Oklahoma 
City from June 2-8. 
“We’ve done pretty good 
in our last couple of Big 12 
series and Iowa State’s no dif-
ferent,” senior outfielder Holly 
Kern said. “We need to put 
the foot on the pedal and take 
it to them. We play Baylor the 
week after that, so taking all 
the momentum we can get 
from this series into that one is 
the motivation. Our focus will 
be keeping our momentum 
going forward.”
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870 Medical
Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line
www.123Donate.com
Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
RECYCLE
370 Unf. Apts.
NOW LEASING WEST CAMPUS! 
Studios starting at $950 and 
1-1’s starting at $1,150. 
Pre-leasing for summer/fall 
move-ins. 
Located at: 
Diplomat - 1911 San Gabriel
Red Oak - 2104 San Gabriel
Envoy - 2108 San Gabriel
Barranca Square - 910 W. 26th
Rio Grande Square - 2800 Rio 
Grande
Montage - 2812 Rio Grande
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
NOW LEASING HYDE PARK! 
Studios starting at $875 and 
1-1’s starting at $950. 
Now pre-leasing for summer/
fall move-ins. Located at: 
Melroy - 3408 Speedway
Le Marquee - 302 W. 38th St
Monticello - 306 W. 38th St
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
512-499-8013 
DELIGHTFUL CONDO FOR RENT 
2 B/1 b, 3 blocks to campus
A/C, dishwasher/ Microwave
loft (956)639-2285
 
440 Roommates
ROOMMATE WANTED For up-
dated 1,000 sq ft 2/2 condo 
near 51st & Lamar across UT 
Rec Fields. No pets or smoking. 
$700 /mo for 1 person or $900/
mo for 2. 
Stephan 512.573.2216 
750 Typing
EXPERIENCED TRANSCRIP-
TIONIST Cassette tape and digi-
tal transcription, Please call Jes-
sica at 512-758-0153 
590 Tutoring
NEED HELP WITH YOUR ENG-
LISH?  ESL TUTOR can help you 
and correct all mistakes on your 
papers.
Sliding fee scale. Contact: Adria 
at 512-554-6141
766 Recruitment
HIRING SALES CLERKS  
Oat Willie’s is hiring sales clerks 
for all of its locations $8.75 per 
hour to start & 90 day proba-
tion period upon hiring Hours 
vary - Afternoons, evenings and 
at least one weekend shift re-
quired 
Candidates should have prior 
retail or sales experience, prior 
inventory experience, be com-
puter and Point-Of-Sale literate, 
good at communicating, able 
to do simple math, and knowl-
edgeable about/interested in 
the merchandise we sell. Cus-
tomer service skills, a good at-
titude and friendly personality 
are also required. $8.75 per hour 
to start with eligibility for a raise 
after a 3 month probationary 
period. 
Please fill out an application on-
line at http://oatwillies.com/ap-
plication/ OR in person at any of 
our 4 Austin Locations. 
COMPUTER SCIENCE TUTOR 
Looking for computer science 
tutor to work with 3 kids (ages 
9-12) in Westlake.
Please call Yulia 312-350-0048 
for more information. 
stay prickly at buytsm.com
2016
CACTUS YEARBOOK
available now!
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SOFTBALL WOMEN’S GOLF
By Jacob Martella
@ViewFromTheBox
Joshua Guerra
Daily Texan Staff
Junior pitcher  
Tiarra Davis 
winds up in Tex-
as’ 4-2 win over 
the North Texas 
Mean Green 
on Wednesday. 
Davis and the 
Longhorns have 
four games 
remaining in the 
regular season. 
Final road series awaits Longhorns
By Claire Cruz
@clairecruz5
Coalition of Organizations, 
which is honoring Garrido 
for a “lifelong commitment 
to hard work and sacrifice,” 
according to a press release. 
Garrido dismissed the idea 
of not traveling to New 
York and staying with his 
ball club on Wednesday.
“There’s no choice,” Gar-
rido said. “It goes beyond 
a choice. This is about the 
University of Texas, that’s 
who I work for. I’m here 
to serve the University of 
Texas in the best way I can.”
The upcoming series 
with West Virginia poses 
an opportunity for the 
Longhorns. In desperate 
need of a strong close to 
the season, a strong series 
in the Mountain State can 
provide Texas with some 
much-needed momentum 
heading into the Big 12 
tournament. As the oppor-
tunities to claim the con-
ference diminish, there is 
no better time for the burnt 
orange to play its best base-
ball of the season.
“The teams that always 
come out at the end are the 
ones that are peaking at the 
right time,” junior catcher 
Tres Barrera said. “Ours just 
has to start a little bit earlier 
than everybody else’s.”
to get to regionals.”
Hall and Hossler have both 
been integral parts in Texas’ 
success this season. Hossler 
has won five times and re-
corded nine top-10s. Hall is 
coming off the best semester 
of his career with two wins and 
six top-10s. 
But the true strength of 
this Texas team is in its depth. 
Sophomore Doug Ghim 
boasts six top-10 finishes, and 
sophomores Scottie Scheffler 
and Taylor Funk have each 
cracked the top-10 this season 
as well. 
“To have teammates like 
that to play against every single 
day and to practice with is — I 
think that’s where we get our 
confidence,” Hall said. “I think 
it’s just phenomenal the way 
we’ve handled the pressure 
and handled the expectations 
on us to perform.”
The Longhorns begin their 
quest for a fourth national 
championship in ten days. 
“We’re just excited about 
getting into the postseason 
and hopefully taking what 
we’ve done this year,” Fields 
said. “All the different golf 
courses we’ve played, all the 
different tournaments — 
take all that as momentum 
and go try to accomplish 
something special.” 
BIG 12
continues from page 11
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Texas eighth after 
regional first round
Goodnight Peter, goodnight critiques.
Goodnight Crime Corner, and all crimes unique.
Goodnight couches, goodnight naps.
Goodnight scrounging for Kismet scraps.
Goodnight RICOH, goodnight office mosquito. 
Goodnight Governor Abbott, and all your vetoes. 
Goodnight comics, with all your jokes.
Goodnight vending machine, spouting out expired cokes.
Goodnight news, goodnight streamers.
Goodnight reporters, may you always stay dreamers.
Goodnight podcast, goodnight Lillian.
Goodnight Zeke and Sam, producers so diligent. 
Goodnight basement, and all the times before.  
Goodnight dirty, disgusting basement floor.
Good morning New York.
Good morning Wall Street Journal.
Good morning journalism, my love will always be eternal.
 —Anthony Green
Unlike most staffers, I 
found the Texan through 
the Hearst building eleva-
tor, not the stairway. It was 
one of many deviations I 
would come to be known 
for during my time at 
the paper. 
As a Sony fanboy, bokeh 
lover, Microsoft user and 
business major, my three 
semesters in the photogra-
phy staff taught me more 
than just photojournalism. 
It taught me how to work 
with people very different 
from myself. 
It takes a special kind of 
person to shoot photos of 
random strangers and then 
run after them to ask for 
their names. 
Taming the assignment 
we all call “wild” would 
prove to my toughest chal-
lenge to overcome, but 
after weeks and months 
of trying, I gained a sense 
of confidence in myself I 
doubt I could have found 
anywhere else. 
The Texan took me all 
over Austin and to faraway 
lands like Houston, Texas, 
where I photographed the 
Ambien-laden eyes of Ben 
Carson and future presi-
dent Donald Trump at the 
RNC Debate. His skin re-
ally is as (burnt) orange as 
it looks. 
I made portraits of doz-
ens of people who enriched 
my understanding of the 
world and helped me see 
my place in it. 
I listened to speakers 
from around the coun-
try who spoke on topics I 
knew nothing about. 
I ate more free pas-
tries and sandwiches than 
any decent nutritionist 
would advise. 
More than any experi-
ence in my life, the Texan 
proved to me that constant 
trial and error, deliberate 
practice and constructive 
criticism are the secrets to 
success. 
Photojournalism is un-
forgiving. You either get 
the shot or you don’t, re-
gardless of how pleasing 
the bokeh looks. I didn’t 
make the staff the first 
time I tried out, but I kept 
practicing and made it on a 
semester later. 
Putting it all in focus, I 
know all the hard work was 
totally worth it.
Even today after com-
pleting a countless num-
ber of assignments and 
taking tens of thousands 
of frames, my photos are 
still sometimes described 
as “not bad” or “adequate” 
by this guy who plays 
Ping-Pong all day. But ev-
ery time I go out, I know 
I’m going to get a little 
bit better. 
As I leave the Texan and 
venture into corporate 
America, I won’t be hang-
ing up my (Sony) camera 
any time soon. 
You can find me at the 
nearest sunset or street 
corner in pursuit of the 
next great photograph and 
delicious free meal. 
Thank you to everyone 
at the Texan who gave me 
a chance. 
I wouldn’t be the same 
person without it.
-30-
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Podcast director says ‘good night’ to Texan
By Mike McGraw
@MikeMcRaww
Travis Marks | Daily Texan Staff
Travis Marks has been a comic artist for The Daily Texan since February of this year. In the cosmic eon that is 3 months, he 
has grown tremendously as an artist and met some crazy talented and cool people. He wishes he had started sooner, but 
is so greatful he started at all. Now to fight the hoards of cyborg communist wearwolves that all young adults graduating 
college and entering the workforce must face!! 
Through my whole time here at UT, I have also been 
an employee of The Daily Texan. I want to keep it short 
and sweet. To the people I met here at the Texan that 
sculpted and showed me the ropes, I can never thank 
you enough. Experiencing and learning how to both col-
laborate with others — and knowing when to just shut 
up and do it as a one-man-band is something I will al-
ways thank the Texan for. Cheers to Alec, Dan, Bryce, 
Lauren and Carlo for teaching me, learning with me 
and being the ones I think of first when “Daily Texan” 
comes into my mind. Cheers to the Texan for giving me 
the experiences of going to and learning about count-
less events, groups, festivals and people that I normally 
would not have taken a second look at. So long to the 
late nights of pushing a story out, sleeping on the couch, 
actually considering the mysterious Texan shower and, 
of course, always coming in hot to the scene. 
 —Michael Conway
Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan file photo
Michael Conway worked at the Texan for 7 semesters. He started as a staff videogrpher, then became a senior videogra-
pher before becoming a staff videographer once more.
That guy we think is still at the Texan? He is officially departing, again
PHOTO BRIEFLY
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Mike McGraw worked three semesters as a senior photogra-
pher and staff photographer. He is most known for his witty 
jokes and beautiful use of bokeh.
Senior photographer 
puts semesters in focus
Melanie Westfall
Daily Texan Staff
Anthony Green 
worked for six 
total semesters 
at The Daily 
Texan. During his 
tenure, he has 
served as senior 
reporter, news 
desk editor and 
associate news 
editor for the 
news depart-
ment as well 
as co-host of 
The Daily Texan 
Newscast and 
director of the 
podcast depart-
ment. He is best 
known for casual 
slayage.
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When Marianna Garcia 
thinks of Venezuela, she 
thinks of her family’s toy 
store — the oldest in Cara-
cas — the beaches of Puerto 
la Cruz her family drove to 
on Christmas day and the 
mango trees planted in her 
grandmother’s backyard. 
It’s been four years since 
Garcia has been able to re-
turn. Last December, sol-
diers raided the toy store and 
her family declared the road 
to the beach too dangerous 
to travel. 
Behind her grandmother’s 
house, the mango trees are 
still standing.
“I feel like the country is 
becoming this corpse, this 
skeleton of a place, and that’s 
what my family doesn’t want 
me to come back to,” Garcia 
said. “My cousin told me, 
‘I don’t want you to come 
back, because the memo-
ries you have are not of this 
place.’”
Garcia, a communication 
studies junior, was born in 
Venezuela but moved to 
the U.S. when she was two 
years old. At first, her family 
went back for months at a 
time, spending entire sum-
mers there. As she got older, 
the summer vacations were 
shortened to a month, and 
then her parents told her 
they weren’t going at all.
“It started getting more 
and more complicated,” 
Garcia said.
By 2012, then-president 
Hugo Chavez was running 
for his third term, his social-
ist party was in control of 
Congress and the inflation 
rate was one of the highest 
in the world. With record 
murder rates that haven’t 
stopped climbing, Garcia 
said her family had to be 
extremely cautious when 
traveling back.
“As a kid, my Spanish 
was horrible, and my family 
would make fun of it,” Gar-
cia said. “But as I got older 
and the situation [in Vene-
zuela] got worse, my parents 
would tell me not to speak 
in public. We could’ve been 
targeted for kidnapping or 
robbery because they could 
tell by my accent I wasn’t 
from there.”
Since her last visit in 2012, 
she’s had to keep up with 
the situation through phone 
calls and news articles. She 
said several of her family 
members are trying to move 
to the U.S., but not all of 
them can afford it.
“I talked to my cousin ear-
lier this week, and she just 
said ‘I’m trying so hard not 
to think about the state of 
the country because I can’t 
walk out the door, I can’t go 
to school without thinking 
about living in the most dan-
gerous place in the world,’” 
Garcia said.
Government professor 
Kurt Weyland stuides de-
mocratization and authori-
tarian rule and has done 
field research throughout 
Latin America in countries 
from Venezuela to Chile. He 
said the oppositional party 
in Venezuela has tried to put 
a stop to the current presi-
dent’s term through a recall 
referendum, which requires 
millions of signatures. But 
at every turn, the govern-
ment has managed to stall 
the process.
“The country is in crisis,” 
Weyland said. “There are 
shortages of basic goods, food 
is rationed, they economy is 
WORLDVIEWS: LOCAL PERSPECTIVES 
 ON GLOBAL ISSUES
By Cat Cardenas
@crcardenas8
Briana Vargas | Daily Texan Staff
Bernardo Vallarino, like many others from Ecuador, was overcome with sadness when receiving-
news of the earthquake in Ecuador on April 16. The earthquake peaked at 7.8 on the Richter scale.
After receiving news of 
the earthquake in Ecuador 
on April 16, business soph-
omore Bernardo Vallarino’s 
first instinct was to call his 
family. Despite his immense 
relief in discovering they 
were fine, Vallarino, like 
many other students from 
Ecuador, was overcome 
with unbearable pain be-
cause of his inability to help 
his homeland.
“Most of our relatives, 
families and friends were in 
Ecuador, in the ashes, help-
ing people,” Vallarino said. 
“Most of us felt powerless 
from here, not able to do 
anything for them.”
St. Edward’s student Val-
entina Davolos said they 
were used to mild tremors 
in Ecuador, but no one ever 
imagined the devastation 
that would follow this earth-
quake, which peaked at 7.8 
on the Richter scale.
“Suddenly there’s a 7.8 
earthquake, followed by a 
4.9, followed by a 6,” Davo-
los said. “Then suddenly we 
started getting all these mes-
sages: The coast is destroyed, 
there’s no highway, there’s 
a lot of people dead but we 
don’t know how many.”
Though Vallarino and 
Davolos were physically sep-
arated from Ecuador, Valla-
rino said they and 22 other 
Ecuadorian students from 
universities across Texas 
gathered to raise money to 
send back home. Together 
they created a GoFundMe 
page and a website called 
Texas Por Ecuador through 
which they’ve raised over 
$5,500 in donations.
Though they want their 
donations to cover all bases, 
Davolos said their largest 
focus is on providing hy-
giene products for people 
still living in the wreckage, 
whose basic needs are barely 
being met.
“Not many people are 
aware that when these di-
sasters happen, people don’t 
have bathrooms [to use], 
they don’t have places to 
bathe,” Davolos said. “There 
are a lot of rats, and there are 
a lot of dead people because 
the morgues are full. Disease 
spreads really fast, and keep-
ing people clean is one of the 
best ways to help them.”
Because nearly 90 percent 
of infrastructure in certain 
areas have been destroyed 
by the earthquake, Davolos 
said the funds are also going 
directly to reconstruction.
“It’s been two weeks and it’s 
still shaking,” Davolos said. 
“Every time it shakes, the 
structure gets [worse]. People 
are sleeping in the streets, 
wherever they can, to be far 
away from the buildings.”
Vallarino said this recon-
struction will require the 
country to tear the wreck-
age apart and rebuild what 
has collapsed.
“In the summer, most of 
us are going back, and we 
are going to build houses,” 
Vallarino said. “Right now, 
everyone is helping — ar-
chitects, engineers, putting 
everything out there. It’s our 
duty to our country to help.” 
Although their cam-
paigns were originally about 
collecting money, Davolos 
said they soon evolved to 
raising awareness about 
what had happened.
“We realized nobody ac-
tually knew what was go-
ing on,” Davolos said. “I 
wouldn’t donate to some-
thing if I didn’t know what 
the problem was, either. So 
we had to spread awareness 
— that Ecuador is a really 
poor country, and the most 
effected areas are places 
Stephanie Martinez-Arndt | Daily Texan Staff
It’s been four years since Marianna Garcia has returned to Venezuela. Garcia says she hasn’t 
always identified with her heritage, but seeing her family’s efforts to vote has made her proud.
By Anna McCreary
@annammccreary
When Japhet left Nigeria, 
he was running for his life.
“After I ran, I was just mov-
ing from place to place,” Ja-
phet said. “I was miserable. I 
didn’t know what to do, the 
only thing to do was to go 
very far. Right now, I’m just 
trying to put my life together.”
In Kogi, Nigeria, he said 
government corruption was 
so severe, he felt his only op-
tion was to flee.
“The whole world is cor-
rupt,” Japhet said. “It just de-
pends on the way you handle 
your corruption. My country 
is the most corrupt country in 
the world. There’s no fuel [and] 
there’s an increase in the cost 
of food items. Everything is in 
pretty bad shape right now.”
Japhet relocated around 
Africa but eventually left the 
continent all together, travel-
ing to Mexico in the hopes of 
being granted asylum at the 
border. In the immigration 
detention center, Japhet said 
someone told him about Casa 
Marianella, the shelter he’s 
called home since February.
When the shelter was 
founded in 1986, its pri-
mary residents were Cen-
tral Americans fleeing civil 
war. Thirty years later, the 
shelter, which serves re-
cently-arrived immigrants 
and asylum-seekers from 
around the world, has re-
ported that its Central 
American residents are now 
in the minority. In March, 
it announced in a blog post 
that more than half of their 
residents were from Africa.
The largest number of resi-
dents come from Eritrea, an 
East African country that 
Casa director Jennifer Long 
said most people have never 
heard of. The vast majority of 
them often hear about Casa 
in detention centers the way 
Japhet did.
Though the shelter is just a 
temporary home for its resi-
dents, Long said while the res-
idents are at Casa, they all get 
used to working together and 
feeding the other members of 
the house.
“It’s really an amazing 
thing about Casa that peo-
ple really get along with 
each other in spite of a lot 
of diversity,” Long said.
When he left Nigeria, Ja-
phet left behind his wife of 
four years.
“I wish she could come 
over,” Japhet said. “I talk to 
her every day. I don’t know 
what to do because she’s too 
far. I don’t know when I’ll see 
her again.”
He said his mother and 
his siblings are happy now 
that he’s here, but he misses 
going out and seeing the 
friends and family he spent 
his days with.
“When you leave people 
behind, you leave a part of 
your heart,” Japhet said. “You 
leave your life behind — peo-
ple you see every day, people 
who make you smile.”
Right now, Japhet said he 
just wants to focus on going 
back to school. He has a love 
for math and psychics but said 
his real passion is teaching.
“If I had money, I would 
go back to school this year,” 
Japhet said. “I want to teach 
at a high institution and get 
my master’s and Ph.D..”
In the meantime, he said 
he’s thankful to be safe here 
in Austin.
“Casa has been my family 
and my home,” Japhet said. 
“Now I’m happy and I have 
friends and a job. Life here is 
easier and sweeter.”
Local shelter 
notes increase in 
African refugees
Daulton Venglar | Daily Texan Staff
Japhet left Nigeria in hopes of having a better life. He left his wife, family and friends behind 
and ended up in an immigration detention center, where he heard about Casa Marianella.
By Cat Cardenas
@crcardenas8
Venezuelan 
student identifies  
with nationality
Ecuadorians 
raise awareness, 
funds after earthquake
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“Captain America: Civil 
War” is what “Batman v Su-
perman” should have been. 
Thoughtful. Deep. Witty. 
Fun. It’s a bold political 
thriller that asks questions 
about superhero accountabil-
ity, and it packs a startlingly 
personal punch.
Captain America/Steve 
Rogers (Chris Evans) and 
Iron Man/Tony Stark (Rob-
ert Downey, Jr.) clash not 
because of some misun-
derstanding that can be 
resolved by simple conver-
sation (you reading this, 
Batman?), but because of 
irreconcilable ideological 
differences. They aren’t just 
comic book characters any-
more — they’re flesh-and-
blood human beings who 
fight for what they believe.
Both are, in a sense, 
“right.” Their conflict re-
volves around the United 
Nations’ effort to take con-
trol of the Avengers. Rogers 
doesn’t think giving into 
the UN’s demands is a good 
idea — nations are gov-
erned by agendas, and he 
thinks the Avengers should 
not be bent to the will of 
politicians. Stark sees it dif-
ferently: the Avengers’ ac-
tions have contributed to 
widespread damage around 
the world, and they need 
to be regulated by outside 
forces before they harm 
anyone else.
When the mysterious 
Helmut Zemo (Daniel 
Bruhl) frames Rogers’ old 
friend Bucky/the Winter 
Soldier (Sebastian Stan) for 
attacking the UN, Rogers 
goes outside the law to help 
Bucky take down Zemo — 
and Stark pursues them.
Chris Evans and Robert 
Downey Jr. deliver compel-
ling performances that con-
vey the multi-faceted na-
ture of the conflict between 
their characters, which is 
driven by the ghosts of their 
pasts and visions for a better 
future. They sell the heroes’ 
antagonism without letting 
us forget they are supposed 
to be brothers in arms. For 
all its joyful moments of 
superhero brawling, “Civil 
War” is a tragedy about the 
dissolution of a friendship. 
Of the two leading men, 
Downey Jr. impresses more, 
offering the best work of his 
entire Iron Man run.
Another standout is 
Chadwick Boseman as Af-
rican superhero Black Pan-
ther, who joins Iron Man to 
avenge his father’s death at 
the UN attack. It’s thrilling 
to bask in Panther’s enor-
mous strength as he battles 
against Captain America 
and the Winter Soldier. 
The other scene-stealer is 
Tom Holland as Spider-
Man, who trumps Tobey 
Maguire and Andrew Gar-
field with his youthful 
earnestness and brash wit. 
While Spider-Man serves 
little narrative purpose 
other than to quip and daz-
zle during the film’s des-
tined-to-be-iconic airport 
showdown, he lights up the 
picture with his presence.
“Civil War” is brimming 
with many more charac-
ters, such as Scarlet Witch 
(Elizabeth Olsen), Vision 
(Paul Bettany), Ant-Man 
(Paul Rudd) and Black 
Widow (Scarlett Johanns-
son). But in spite of its 
large cast, this Marvel en-
try is very focused. The 
Russo brothers prove a fine 
pair of directors, develop-
ing almost every character 
on the roster without ever 
making the narrative feel 
over encumbered. We learn 
about the heroes’ motiva-
tions and what makes them 
choose the side they’re on. 
Even Zemo is sympathet-
ic — it’s hard to call him 
a villain when you learn 
why he’s out to destroy 
the Avengers.
The Russos wisely tie 
every character’s arc into 
“Civil War’s” questions 
about accountability. The 
film heavily explores the 
debate between Rogers and 
Stark, but doesn’t end with 
any definitive conclusion as 
to whose beliefs are better. 
The Russos develop the 
movie’s ideas so they ad-
dress real-world problems, 
such as the War on Terror 
and American foreign pol-
icy. It asks us to consider 
the cost of violence and to 
think about what heroism 
truly is.
“Civil War” spends so 
much time building up its 
human element that its 
spectacle becomes all the 
more involving. There are 
many sequences of intense, 
cleverly-staged action 
filled with money shots, 
memorable dialogue and 
wonderful character mo-
ments. Don’t let anyone 
spoil how they play out for 
you — the surprises are 
worth the wait.
The Marvel Universe has 
given us alien warlords, 
megalomaniacal robots and 
apocalyptic threats, but the 
smaller-scale “Civil War” 
has told the most engaging 
tale of the series. The Rus-
sos understand that it’s not 
the size of the story’s con-
flict that matters, it’s how 
much that conflict matters 
to its characters.
By Charles LIu
@CharlieInDaHaus
‘Civil War’ packs personal punch
Courtesy of Marvel Studios
Captain America (Steve Rogers) and his team charge into battle in “Captain America: 
Civil War.”
where it took many years 
for these people to build 
their houses.”
Vallarino said the group 
of students want to set a 
precedent for the way uni-
versities react in instances 
of crisis.
“Even though we’re all 
busy — we’re all going into 
finals — we’ve only had two 
weeks to pull all this off, and 
I think we’ve accomplished 
a lot,” Vallarino said. “If 
a disaster were to happen 
again, maybe the Universi-
ty or students would know 
how to react. After all, we’re 
all here in the same place, 
sharing this planet. It’s just 
about solidarity.”
totally tanking...if the recall 
referendum is successful, 
then you’ll have a new start 
for the country.”
Garcia said in the past, 
she didn’t really identify 
with her heritage. But af-
ter seeing her parents fly 
to Venezuela just to vote 
or knowing her cousin 
stood in line for almost 
three hours just to sign the 
referendum, she said she’s 
prouder than ever.
“I’ve never felt more 
Venezuelan,” Garcia said. 
“I’ve learned about iden-
tity and what it means to 
be brown, and I finally feel 
like this is who I am. It’s 
not just this part of me that 
I got to be when I go on 
vacation there.”
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